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MOMENTUM LABS

AURP’s Annual Sponsors are committed to helping AURP achieve its mission and seeing our communities of innovation 
thrive. From providing support for key strategic initiatives to helping AURP deliver amazing event experiences, these 

partners make a sustained and important contribution to AURP’s success.
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AURP Members & Guests,

Welcome to Tempe and 
the Arizona sunshine.

I extend sincere 
thanks to our Spring 
Training co-chairs, 
Greg King and Carol 
Stewart, and the 

planning committee who look to make 
this year’s event the most memorable 
ever. We have record breaking attendance! We 
pledge to keep this an experience that fosters small 
group discussion and one-on-one interactions.

If this is your first year attending Spring Training: Welcome! You 
will find this is not your average conference. Networking and in 
depth discussions are key!

For the past 13 years, Spring Training has fostered beneficial 
relationships across our community of innovation with new 
perspectives to bolster partnerships among universities, state 
governments, provinces, municipalities, corporations and 
communities.

This week’s schedule is packed, so prepare for an exchange 
of novel ideas and innovative strategies that will change the 
economic power of communities of innovation across the world.

Here’s the first pitch of Spring Training 2023 – now let’s 
#BuildtheAURPNetwork.

VICKIE PALMER 
Chief Executive Officer, AURP

WELCOME FROM THE CEO

AURP Staff Members
Should you have any questions or need 
any assistance throughout Spring Training, 
please contact an AURP Staff Member. 
We would be happy to assist you!

Brian Darmody
Chief Strategy  
Officer

Vickie Palmer
Chief Executive  
Officer

Diana Horn
Meeting  
Manager
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Friends and Colleagues,

Welcome to Spring Training!

This year marks thirteen years of bringing the  
world’s leaders in our community of innovation to 
Tempe, Arizona to learn, collaborate and develop  
the partnerships and relationships which make  
this whole venture worthwhile.

Our line-up of subject-matter experts will provide 
great conversation fodder for everyone. The 

questions, discussions and networking opportunities are meant  
to help drive and encourage future collaboration and a greater 
overall feeling of community.

As always, please join me in thanking our incredible 2023 Spring 
Training Planning Committee. Their hard work has helped to make 
this the “can’t miss” event for AURP every year.

Tempe has proven to be a great venue for Spring Training. Please  
let us know what we can do to make this as welcoming and 
comfortable of an environment as it has been in the past. Our  
staff will be available throughout the week to handle any concerns 
and answer your questions.

This week is about you – your role in leading your park or district 
and finding the opportunities, perspectives and vision to help  
your park reach new levels of success.

Let’s get out there and have a great Spring Training 2023!

ERIN KOSHUT 
President, AURP Board of Directors

MISSION

Fostering innovation, commercialization and economic  
growth in a global economy through university, industry  
and government partnerships.

WELCOME FROM THE PRESIDENT

INFORMAL  
GROUP DINNERS

Please refer to the schedule 
for gathering time and 
location.

All fees and expenses are at 
individual discretion.

Our informal group dinners 
facilitate introductions 
to continue networking 
and sharing. All attendees 
are encouraged to sign 
up for one of the informal 
group gatherings at local 
restaurants scheduled on 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
evenings. We provide the 
reservations and sign-up 
sheets, and participants 
choose from one of the 
variety of dining options 
available. Spouses/Guests 
of our Spring Training 
participants may attend.

Sign-up sheets will be posted 
at the registration desk until 
1:00 pm on Tuesday and 1:00 
pm on Wednesday. 

Each group will gather in 
the lobby and travel to their 
restaurant by Uber or by 
walking to restaurants in 
close proximity to the hotel.   
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS & PLANNING COMMITTEE

AURP 2023 SPRING TRAINING PLANNING COMMITTEE  
Thank you to the 2023 Spring Training Planning Committee for your efforts in making  
this AURP event a huge success!

AURP BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President Erin Koshut, Executive Director, Cummings 
Research Park

Immediate Past President Leah Burton, Principal  
Industry Consultant, Education Practice, SAS Institute

Vice President Mark Romney, Chief Industry Alliance 
Officer, Aggie Square — University of California, Davis

Treasurer Allison Madden,  MBA, Chief Operating Officer 
and Corporate Secretary, USF Research Foundation

Secretary Harry Brislin, IV, CEO & Executive Director,  
Real Estate Services & Asset Management, USA Technology 
and Research Park

At Large Suzet McKinney, DrPH, MPH, Principal,  
Director of Life Sciences, Sterling Bay

At Large Jeff Smith, Director, University Corporate  
Research Foundation, Michigan State University

Chief Executive Officer Vickie Palmer

Chief Strategy Officer Brian Darmody, JD

DIRECTORS
Amy Adams, Executive Director, Institute for Biohealth 
Innovation, George Mason University

Chris Carlson, Senior Vice President, The Whiting-Turner 
Contracting Company

Dwaine Chapel, CEO & Executive Director, Growth 
Partnership and Research Park, South Dakota State 
University

Will Germain, CEO & Managing Partner, MCB Science + 
Health LLC

Kate Hier, AIA, NCARB, EDAC, WELL AP, Architect, 
Laboratory Planner, Principal, Clark & Enersen

Jeff Johnson, Chief Solutions Officer, ITA International

Greg King, CEcD, Associate Vice President for Economic 
Development, Georgia Institute of Technology

Scott Levitan, President and CEO, Research Triangle Park  
of North Carolina

Laura O’Blenis, President and CEO, Stiletto: Make A Point

Aaron Olver, Managing Director, University Research Park, 
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Tracy Shickel, Director, Economic Development, University 
of Delaware

AURP BOARD AND ST23 COMMITTEE

SPRING TRAINING CO-CHAIRS

Greg King, Associate Vice 
President for Economic 
Development, Georgia Institute 
of Technology

Carol Stewart, Vice President, 
Tech Parks Arizona, University  
of Arizona

Kevin Byrne, Past President, AURP; 
President & CEO, The University 
Financing Foundation 

Merry Hunter Caudle, Associate 
Director, Economic Development, 
Georgia Institute of Technology

Adam Eshelbrenner, Senior Vice 
President, The Whiting-Turner 
Contracting Company 

Kate Hier, AIA, NCARB, EDAC, WELL 
AP, Architect, Laboratory Planner, 
Principal, Clark & Enersen 

Jeff Johnson, Chief Solutions Officer, 
ITA International

Erin Koshut, President, AURP; 
Executive Director, Cummings 
Research Park

Laura O’Blenis, President &  
CEO, Stiletto: Make A Point 
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2023

9:00 am – 12:00 pm ...........................................San Pedro
AURP Board of Directors Meeting

1:00 pm – 3:30 pm ...................................Courtyard West 
Registration Desk Open

3:30 pm – 4:00 pm  ......................................Abbey Room
Spring Training Welcome

Erin Koshut, President, AURP; 
Executive Director, Cummings 
Research Park

Vickie Palmer, CEO, AURP

4:00 pm – 4:30 pm .......................................Abbey Room
CREATING COMMUNITIES OF INNOVATION WITH  
NSF AND THE CHIPS + SCIENCE ACT

Thyaga Nandagopal, Acting 
Division Director, National Science 
Foundation

Brian Darmody, Chief Strategy 
Officer, AURP

6:00 PM ..................Arizona Science Center in Phoenix
AURP Board of Directors’ Sponsor Appreciation Dinner
Casual attire appropriate – meet in the hotel lobby at 5:30PM 
to depart for the Arizona Science Center.

Sponsored in part by   

Welcome Remarks from AURP President
Erin Koshut, President, AURP; Executive 
Director, Cummings Research Park

All attendees are welcome to attend this valuable 
networking dinner as we toast our sponsors of AURP  
Spring Training 2023.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2023

7:00 am – 9:00 am ............................ Snack Shack West
Continental Breakfast 
Note: Full breakfast or buffet is available in The Cloister 
Restaurant at individual expense.
Not up for the Mindfulness Walk on the trail up A Mountain? 
Studies continue to prove mindfulness matters no matter 
your surroundings. Take in a relaxing continental breakfast 
alfresco under that flowering orange trees in the Tempe 
Mission Palms courtyard. 

7:00 am – 8:00 am ......................................... Courtyard
Journey Up A Mountain
Huddle up in the courtyard 
with your AURP friends 

before the journey of a lifetime up 
A Mountain. Whether meditating, 
engaging with your colleagues, 
or walking up A Mountain, 
being mindful of your body and 
surroundings, is important at 
every level of engagement each day  
and every moment. (Sunrise 6:57 am)

7:30 am ..........................................................Abbey Room
Registration Desk Open

9:00 am – 9:15 am ........................................Abbey Room
Spring Training Welcoming Remarks
Spring Training Co-Chairs

Greg King, Associate VP for 
Economic Development, Georgia 
Institute of Technology

Carol Stewart, VP, Tech Parks 
Arizona, University of Arizona

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
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Welcome to the 2022 AURP International Conference
Over our 40-year history, TUFF has focused on ensuring researchers
have the space they need to reach new heights.

We pioneered the industry 40 years ago and today shape environments
where innovation happens.

Now, more than ever, scientists within Innovation Communities are
bringing discovery to the forefront of our lives.

info@tuff.org www.tuff.org 404.214.9200

Place for Progress

PLAN THRIVEDEVELOP

A TUFF Developed, Owned and Operated Innovation 
Community Embraces Three Fundamental Characteristics:

Welcome to the 2023 AURP Spring Training
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9:15 am – 9:45 am .........................................Abbey Room
INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS
Contributing Speakers:

University of Louisiana — 
Monroe: Virendra Chhikara, 
Director, LSBDC

Research Park at Florida 
Atlantic University: Ryan Lilly, 
Global Ventures Program Manager 

9:45 am – 10:45 am ......................................Abbey Room
MODULE 1 PART 1
ASSESSING INNOVATION ECOSYSTEMS
In many communities, universities and their associated 
research parks and innovation districts, serve as the linchpin 
to that region’s innovation ecosystem.  These communities 
require significant investments (and patience) to achieve 
their potential. These long-term and consistent efforts 
from the university anchors and associated partners 
ultimately lead investors to consider how best to evaluate 
and assess the impact from their commitments. This 

interactive session will feature several academic leaders with 
experience with these efforts and how they assess these 
communities of innovation. Attendees will also be asked to 
discuss and consider metrics that can be used for assessing 
these ecosystems.

Matthew Hulver, VP of Research, ASU Knowledge 
Enterprise

Thyaga Nandagopal, Acting Division Director, NSF

Jaclyn Shaw, Interim VP, Research Economic Development, 
and Knowledge Enterprise / Associate VP, Strategic 
Initiatives & Research Partnerships, University of Texas  
at San Antonio

Kevin Byrne, MBA, President & CEO, The University 
Financing Foundation (Moderator)

Tony Boccanfuso, President & CEO, UIDP (Moderator)

10:45 am – 11:15 am ........................... Snack Shack West
Networking Break

11:15 am – 12:30 pm .......................................Abbey Room
MODULE 1 PART 2
ENERGIZING PLACES TO ACTIVATE PEOPLE
This session – Energizing Places to Activate People – walks 
participants through place-based paradigm shifts and the 
research that encourages us all to take them seriously. It 
introduces new approaches that we use with Spark Town 
communities working to improve their local innovation and 
creativity. We have these conversations all through the lens 
of your specific place and the people who make up your 
ecosystem, sending you home with actionable strategies to 
make your ecosystem thrive

Greg Wright, Founder, Spark Towns

Allison Madden, MBA, COO 
and Corporate Secretary, USF 
Research Foundation (Moderator)

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm ........ Cloister Restaurant and Patio
Group Luncheon

Sponsored by  
San Diego State University     
Enjoy the extensive luncheon buffet with carved meats, 
pastas, prepared entrees, salads, ice cream sundae bar and 
more, then pick a seat with your colleagues on the patio or 
shaded indoors. Bring your sunglasses and soak up some 
sun while diving deeper into the morning’s conversation.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2023
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1:30 pm – 2:00 pm ........................................Abbey Room
INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS
Contributing Speakers:

Ion Innovation District, Rice 
University: Jan Odegard, 
Executive Director

Tech Parks Arizona: Ken Marcus, 
Executive VP and CFO

2:00 pm – 3:00 pm .......................................Abbey Room
MODULE 2 – PART 1
INNOVATION IN REAL PLACES
Innovation, Equity and Prosperity. Three points to keep in 
mind as you engage in this influential conversation with 
Dan Breznitz, author of Innovation in Real Places: Strategies 
for Prosperity in an Understanding World. This session 
will focus on the various choices and available options 
a community can explore to reach prosperity and the 
confusion between invention and innovation.

Dan Breznitz, Author, University 
Professor, Munk School of Global 
Affairs & Public Policy, 
Department of Political Science

Kate Hier, AIA, NCARB, EDAC, 
WELL AP, Architect, Laboratory Planner, Principal, Clark & 
Enersen (Moderator)

3:00 pm – 3:30 pm ............................ Snack Shack West
Networking Break

3:30 pm – 4:30 pm .......................................Abbey Room
MODULE 2 – PART 2
TALENT, INNOVATION, PLACE: BUSH INSTITUTE  
PERSPECTIVES
Bush Institute research on the innovation impact of 
universities, including novel rankings of institutions for 
overall innovation impact and for productivity in turning 
research dollars into innovation impact, sheds fresh light 
on factors promoting impact in university organization 
and technology commercialization programs. Research 
in progress also provides new insights into local talent 
development strategies and university-linked innovation 
districts, including growing emphasis on inclusive housing 
and economic development.

J.H. Cullum Clark, Director,  
Bush Institute – SMU Economic 
Growth Initiative

Adam Eshelbrenner, Senior VP, 
The Whiting-Turner Contracting 
Company (Moderator)

4:30 pm – 5:30 pm .......................................Abbey Room
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS:  
IN OUR WORLD AND IN THEIRS
Really, why does Government Relations matter for your Park 
or District, and why does it matter that it’s YOU who does 
it? What are you doing right or wrong for your Park/District, 
and how does our political landscape impact what and how 
we do GR?
With their collective leader and practitioner experience at 
the federal, state, local and corporate levels, Mike and Aaron 
will be guided on a candid and authentic journey of the 
Government Relations landscape that will leave you with 
real and inspired takeaways. What a way to end a day at 
AURP’s Spring Training!

Mike Bowman, Associate Director, Office of Economic 
Innovation and Partnerships, University of Delaware

Aaron Olver, Managing Director, University Research Park, 
University of Wisconsin, Madison

Erin Koshut, President, AURP; Executive Director, 
Cummings Research Park (Moderator)

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2023

 
Discover
Connect  
Breathe
Gather

Play
Live

hub.rtp.org

A groundbreaking 

new development at 

Research Triangle Park
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6:30 pm
Informal Group Dinners
Groups will depart the reception for 6:00 pm reservations.
All fees and expenses are at individual expense.
Tonight is the first night of our peer group dinners. Sign up 
for a group reservation and make new friends, learn and 
exchange ideas. Attendees are encouraged to create new 
groups and choose a new restaurant of your own.
Each group will walk/Uber/Lyft/taxi to their restaurant of choice.   

 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1, 2023

6:30 am – 7:30 am ............................................. Courtyard
Hike Up A Mountain
Ready for round 2? Your AURP friends are there to 

support you as you clear out the cobwebs and set 
out for Day 2 up A Mountain. The beautiful Arizona sunrise 
will refresh your heart, mind and body for another day of 
deep thought and learning. (Sunrise 6:56 am)

7:00 am – 8:00 am ............................ Snack Shack West
Continental Breakfast
Sunshine, coffee, and a quick continental breakfast will help 
to kick off your day of knowledge-exchange and networking

8:00 am – 11:15 am
TOUR: PHOENIX  
BIOSCIENCE CORE
Meet in the Tempe Mission 
Palms Courtyard to proceed 
on the tour. The bus to 
Phoenix Bioscience Core 
will leave promptly at 
8:30am.  
Grab some snack and water at the Snack Shack  
before we depart the Tempe Mission Palms

HOST: Tom Osha, Executive VP, Wexford Science & 
Technology

David Heineking, Assistant VP, University of Arizona

Joe Martin, Communications Director, Phoenix Bioscience Core

Rick Naimark, Associate VP, Arizona State University

Oaklee Rodgers, Ph.D. Assistant Dean College of Health & 
Human Services, Northern Arizona University

11:15 am – 11:45 am .......................................Abbey Room
INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS
Contributing Speakers:

Research Triangle Park: Linda Hall, 
Executive VP and CFO

University of Nevada, Las Vegas: 
Zach Miles, Senior Associate, VP for 
Economic Development 

11:45 am – 1:00 pm ........ Cloister Restaurant and Patio
GROUP LUNCHEON
Same great extensive luncheon buffet but with varied menu 
of carved meats, pastas, prepared entrees, salads, ice cream 
sundae bar and more. Grab a seat on the patio next to 
someone you haven’t met before. Mix it up! 

1:00 pm – 1:15 pm 
AURP EVENT PROMOTIONS

BIO Health Caucus: June 4-5 in Boston, MA. Held in 
conjunction with BIO International Convention | June 5-8.

International Conference 2023: October 16-19 in Newark, DE 
Hosted by STAR Campus at University of Delaware
I2RP Fall 2023: Aggie Square, University of CA, Davis, Health

Spring Training 2024: March 3-March 7 in Tempe, AZ 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

WATCH FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THESE NEW AURP PROGRAMS!

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2023

Bowie State University, Maryland
With smart glass, you can have 
it all — light-
 lled spaces, comfy 
temperatures, and energy savings. 
Set your campus apart with 
innovative glass that delivers on 
your mission.

All the light.
None of 
the warmth.
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BIO HEALTH CAUCUS 
June 4–5 in Boston, MA

At AURP’s 2023 BIO Health Caucus, we return with the state Bio Association 
Roundtable, plus discuss legal issues for bio startups, the role of the bio press, 
federal bio funding updates, and more. aurp.net/bio-health-caucus

Held in conjunction with BIO International Convention | June 5-8

CONNECT & CREATE   
Check out the AURP 2023 Programs

STAR Campus holds a rich history and a bright 
future in the community of Newark, Delaware. 
Partnering with the University of Delaware and 
Delaware Technology Park, STAR Campus includes 

1M square feet of real estate and more than $13 
million in venture capital funding for UD start-ups. This vibrant community is 
driven by its mission to become an intellectual intersection and a commitment 
to advance knowledge in service to others. Experience this hub of talent and 
innovation for yourself this fall! international.aurp.net

WATCH FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THESE NEW AURP PROGRAMS!

HOSTED BY

AURP is thrilled to announce our 2023 conference host!

www.aurp.net  |  Follow AURP    @AURP  #AURP2023  #BuildingtheAURPNetwork  

AURP      2023
ANNUAL CONFERENCE
OCTOBER 16-19 IN NEWARK, DE

Hosted by STAR Campus

Communities of Innovation 101  
On-Demand, Digital Series
Over 10 education modules  
plus additional case studies  
to advance your knowledge.

AURP Air & Space Caucus
Chaired by leaders from Cummings 
Research Park, CASIS, and UMD 
UAS Test Site – AURP is launching 
communities of innovation.

Regional Partnership 
Development Program
Member-backed scholarships 
for Minority Serving Institutions 
to building diverse and inclusive 
communities of innovation.

March 3-7, 2024 at Tempe 
Mission Palms, Tempe, AZ

Mark your calendars and 
continue learning from our 
master experts next year! 
springtraining.aurp.net

I2RP  |  Fall of 2023 at Aggie Square,  
University of California, Davis, Health

The time has come and Aggie Square is well 
on it’s way to be the standard for innovation 
and industry. Participate this fall to see all 
the community has to offer and what is to 

come at our next Insights into Research Parks. This 1½ day program will 
deep dive into the past, present and future of Aggie Square at UC Davis 
and best practices you can bring back to your institutions.
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1:15 pm – 4:30 pm .........................................Abbey Room
MODULE 3
COMMUNITY-DRIVEN PARTNERSHIPS
Programs, research, and initiatives based on community 
demands and inclusive practices can lead to growth and 
success for research parks nationwide. Whether it is to meet 
diverse workforce demands, accelerate commercialization, 
support inclusive programs, or plan a district from the 
ground up, leaders can benefit from intentional partnerships 
that are designed with their community in mind. During this 
session, you will learn best practices and lessons learned from 
four diverse programs and districts, including: 
• Research Triangle Park’s DEI Collective, a 40+ company 

and partner effort aimed at connecting regional DEI 
efforts, growing a network of community members, 
integrating DEI actions throughout the park, and scaling 
events and programs for broader impact

• Rowen Foundation’s inclusive planning strategy of 
its 2,000-acre site in Gwinnett County, Georgia, which 
involves continued inputs from university, government, 
and corporate partners to design a district committed to 
environmental sustainability, transit connectivity, and the 
creation of a future-focused workforce

• University City Science Center’s Building an 
Understanding of Lab Basics (BULB) program, a 
workforce development initiative that provides the 
Philadelphia community with the training and skills  
they need to take on in-demand life science careers

• George Mason University’s Institute for Biohealth 
Innovation, which leverages statewide collaborations 
to increase access to clinical research, accelerate 
commercialization, and develop and attract a diverse 
workforce

Amy Adams Executive Director, Institute for Biohealth 
Innovation, George Mason University

Mason Ailstock, President & CEO, Rowen Foundation Inc.

Phil Brooks, Director, Stem, Workshop Partnerships, 
University City Science Center

Ray Trapp, VP of Strategic Engagement, Research Triangle 
Park

Merry Hunter Caudle,  Associate Director, Economic 
Development, Georgia Institute of Technology (Moderator)

2:15 pm – 2:45 pm ............................. Snack Shack West
Coffee Break

4:30 pm – 5:00 pm .......................................Abbey Room
INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS
Contributing Speakers:

 

McMaster Innovation Park: Jonathan Hunt, Ecosystem, 
Partnerships Manager, and Scott Rasmussen, VP of Leasing 
& Business Development 

San Diego State University: Dr. Hala Madanat, VP of 
Research & Innovation

5:00 pm  .........................................................Abbey Room
NETWORKING HAPPY HOUR

Sponsored by Clark & Enersen  

6:00 pm  ..................................................... Meet in Lobby
Informal Group Dinners
Group to meet in hotel front lobby at 5:45 pm to depart for 
6:00 pm reservations.
All fees and expenses are at individual expense.
In our final night of our informal group dinners, connect 
with your comrades and collaborate on the discussions from 
the day. Sign-up sheets are available at registration desk 
until 1:00 pm.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1, 2023

Innovation lives here. 
open.maryland.gov/here

Using AI, Sonavi Labs is re-imagining 

the stethoscope for the first time 

in over a century. In their high-tech 

quest to save lives, this Maryland-

based company is surrounded by 

the things tech startups dream of 

having in their backyard: top research 

institutions, STEM professionals, and 

organizations that have their back.

“HERE FOR
SCIENCE AND 
MEDICINE.”

E L L I N G TO N  W E S T , 

C E O  A N D  CO - F O U N D E R 

O F  S O N AV I  L A B S
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THURSDAY, MARCH 2, 2023

6:30 am – 7:20 am
Hike Up A Mountain
Last Day! Your AURP friends are there to support 

you as you set out for the last day up A Mountain. 
The beautiful Arizona sunrise will refresh your heart, mind 
and body for another day of deep thought and learning. 
(Sunrise 6:55 am)

7:00 am – 9:00 am ............................ Snack Shack West 
Continental Breakfast
Here’s your chance to meet someone new, wrap up that 
session discussion, or schedule a future call with someone 
you met this week at Spring Training! Kick back and enjoy 
that Arizona sunshine prior to the tour. 

8:00 am – 10:00 am......................................Abbey Room
MODULE 4 
ENTREPRENEUR DRIVEN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
When startups are successful, they infuse their local 
economy with new opportunity. Successful startups hire 
employees, purchase infrastructure and attract capital 
to their regions. This session will explore how startups 
attempt to achieve such success in their regions and  
how entrepreneurial supports organizations assist in  
those efforts.

Eric Smith, Executive Director, UA Center for Innovation, 
Tech Parks Arizona, University of Arizona

Tom Schumann, Executive Director, Center for 
Entrepreneurial Innovation

Laura O’Blenis, President & CEO, Stiletto: Make A Point 
(Moderator)

Startup #1 – Mykola ‘Nick’ Zomchak, Noty.ai

Startup #2 – Manas Pathak, EarthEn
Startup #3 – CEI - to be announced

9:30 am – 10:00 am ........................... Snack Shack West
Networking Break

10:00 am – 11:30 am .....................................Abbey Room
MODULE 5 – PART 1
CUSTOM COMMUNITY FOCUSED CAPITAL  
MARKETPLACES:
Help early stage companies in our research parks, access 
capital, find and grow early adopter by building custom 
community focused marketplaces
Creating, attracting, and growing startups and other early-
stage high growth firms are an important part of a research 
park’s growth strategy and its contribution to innovation led 

regional economic development efforts. Access to capital is 
the number one barrier reported by entrepreneurs driving 
these growth companies. 
This session will build on the previous capital overview, by 
discussing Capital2Market’s equity crowd funding platform 
which connects investors in your local community to the 
innovations coming from your research parks. Thus, making 
it easier for startups to raise the capital they critically need, 
while providing a wider range of investors an opportunity to 
participate in previously exclusive investments. 
This is a session you won’t want to miss!

Victor McLaughlin, Co-Founder, 
Capital2Market

Jeff Johnson, Chief Solutions 
Officer, ITA International 
(Moderator)

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

What
science 
can do

At AstraZeneca, we believe in the power of 
what science can do to transform serious 
diseases like cancer, heart disease, diabetes, 
COPD and asthma. We also know that 
breakthrough science doesn’t happen in 
isolation. It happens through partnership.

We created the Open Innovation Platform  
to help us establish partnerships that will 
lead to the discovery and development of  
new medicines. These programmes are
encouraging like-minded scientists from 
industry and academia to share their ideas  
and know-how to bring life-changing  
medicines to patients – together.

These collaborations could be at any stage  
of drug discovery – from the early idea through  
to early clinical development. 
 
To find out how to submit a proposal on your 
idea, visit openinnovation.astrazeneca.com

Biologics in respiratory disease 
Eosinophils are white blood cells that 
can worsen inflammation in the lungs 
for people with asthma, contributing to 
poor asthma control and more asthma 
attacks. In recent years, major advances 
in the understanding of respiratory 
disease pathways have propelled us 
into a new era of developing medicines 
that deliver scientific breakthroughs to 
address unmet patient needs in asthma 
and COPD.

VEEVA ID: Z4-21689 Date of preparation: December 2019  Date of expiry: December 2021
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10:00 am – 11:30 am .....................................Abbey Room
MODULE 5 – PART 2
ANGELS IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
Angel Investing groups are a key source of early-stage 
capital for scalable startups. Learn how Angels operate, 
what they look for when evaluating investments and how 
best to engage with your local Angel groups.

James Goulka, Chairman & Managing Director,  
Arizona Tech Investors

Jeff Koenig, Board Member, Desert Angels

Delilah Panio, VP, U.S. Capital Formation,  
TMX Group

Eric Smith, Executive Director, UA Center for Innovation, 
Tech Parks Arizona, University of Arizona (Moderator)

11:30 am – 1:00 pm ........ Cloister Restaurant and Patio
GROUP LUNCHEON
Grab a bite as we conclude Spring Training 2023! Enjoy the 
sunshine and mingling before we depart after a successful 
event.

12:15 pm – 5:00 pm
OPTIONAL EVENT
Cactus League Spring Training Baseball Game 
Chicago Cubs vs. Oakland A’s at Sloan Park
Additional registration and fees apply. Limited tickets  
are available. Group to depart hotel lobby at 12:15 PM. 
Game time: 1:05 pm MST. Includes: Ticket to game

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

THURSDAY, MARCH 2, 2023

On average it takes 10 years to launch an innovation economy. 
We believe that’s five years too long. 

We don’t wait for opportunities. 
We create them.

Our accelerated, turnkey approach helps mid-market cities jumpstart 
innovation economies and accelerate economic growth in half the time. 

To learn more, visit waymaker-group.com.�

Thank you for the support of our 
Spring Training Sponsors
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850 PBC, Arizona State University

Wexford Science & Technology is a development company exclusively focused on partnering 

with universities, academic medical centers and research institutions to create vibrant, mixed-

use, amenity-rich Knowledge Communities. By combining flexible spaces, access to university 

infrastructure and resources, and valuable business services and connections, these collaborative 

communities provide researchers, entrepreneurs, and growing companies a place to move 

innovations from the laboratory to the marketplace. 

Developing communities 
that drive discovery, 
innovation, collaboration 
and inclusion.

wexfordscitech.com

A flexible, scale-in-place lab 
and innovation infrastructure 
for emerging and growth 
companies in the life sciences, 
computational, engineering, and 
energy industries. 

wexfordscitech.com/connect-labs/

Aggie Square, UC Davis
Innovation Quarter, Wake Forest University

UM BioPark, University 
of Maryland, Baltimore
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SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

AMY ADAMS: Executive Director, 
Institute for Biohealth Innovation, 
George Mason University
Amy Adams is responsible for nurturing 
and advancing biohealth research and 
innovation interests of more than 200 
faculty and thousands of students who 
represent a broad range of academic 

disciplines. Amy has served as Executive Director since 
2019 and her role includes fostering partnerships with 
industry, healthcare, government, and academic partners. 
To foster a vibrant research community, the Institute for 
Biohealth Innovation provides research development and 
multidisciplinary research operations support as well as 
focused attention on marketing and communications. 

MASON AILSTOCK: Past President, 
AURP; CEO & President, Rowen 
Foundation
Mason Ailstock is a recognized leader in 
innovation districts and anchor-driven 
developments. With nearly 20 years 
of experience working with non-profit 
institutions, governments and industry, 

Mason has a track record of converging real estate, academia, 
and business to advance communities of innovation. 
Immersed in the planning and visioning of Rowen, Mason is 
responsible for project leadership and operations as President 
and CEO of Rowen Foundation, the non-profit steward that 
ensures the long-term vision for Rowen is never compromised. 
Prior to leading Rowen, Mason served as the Chief Operating 
Officer of Research Triangle Park in North Carolina. Mason is 
the Past President of the Association of University Research 
Parks (AURP), Co-Chairman of the Urban Land Institute (ULI) 
University Development & Innovation Council, a member of 
the ULI Center for Leadership, Women’s Leadership Initiative, 
and the Global Eisenhower Fellowships.

TONY BOCCANFUSO: President &  
CEO, UIDP
Since 2007, Anthony M. Boccanfuso 
has led UIDP, a solutions-oriented 
membership organization comprised of 
top-tier innovation companies and world-
class research universities. UIDP supports 
mutually beneficial collaborations by 

developing and disseminating strategies for addressing 
common issues between the sectors—academic, corporate 
and government. Its activities help members achieve 
meaningful impact on a broad array of collaboration 
matters, ranging from contracting to commercialization and 
workforce development.
After completing his doctorate in inorganic chemistry, Tony 
embarked on a career spanning more than 30 years with a 
focus on research and innovation. He managed a variety of 
administrative, programmatic, and strategy initiatives for 
academic, government, and private sector organizations, 
including the National Science Foundation, the National 
Institutes of Health, and PricewaterhouseCoopers.

MIKE BOWMAN: Past President, AURP; 
Associate Director, Office of Economic 
Innovation and Partnerships, University 
of Delaware
Mike Bowman is Associate Director of 
the University of Delaware’s Office of 
Economic Innovation & Partnerships 
where, since 2013, he has been responsible 

for facilitating commercialization of intellectual property 
developed at the University of Delaware. He is also Director 
of the Delaware Small Business Technology Development 
Center. Previously, Mike was Chairman and CEO of the 
Delaware Technology Park, Inc. (DTP), a collaboration 
between the State of Delaware, the University of Delaware and 
private industry formed to launch and support technology 
companies across a diverse group of industries including 
life sciences, renewable energy, information technology and 
advanced materials. DTP, as Research Park of the Year in 2005 
by the Association of University Research Parks, is home to 
54 early and expansion stage technology companies while 
30 more have graduated to larger facilities to accommodate 
their growth. 
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SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

DAN BREZNITZ: Author, University 
Professor, Munk School of Global  
Affairs & Public Policy, Department  
of Political Science
Dan Breznitz is the Munk Chair of 
Innovation Studies, the Co-Director of the 
Innovation Policy Lab, and a professor of 
global affairs and political science in the 

Munk School and the Department of Political Science of the 
University of Toronto, as well as a Fellow of CIFAR where he Co-
Directs the program on Innovation, Equity and the Future of 
Prosperity. Before moving to U of T, Breznitz spent eight years 
as a professor in Georgia Institute of Technology and was the 
cofounder and CEO of a software company in Israel. He is the 
author of numerous papers, chapters and edited volumes as 
well as two award winning books Innovation and the State: 
Political Choice and Strategies for Growth in Israel, Taiwan, 
and Ireland, and The Run of the Red Queen: Government, 
Innovation, Globalization, and Economic Growth in China. 
He just published his third book, Innovation in Real Places: 
Strategies for Prosperity in an Unforgiving World, in which he 
offers pragmatic advice while debunking dangerous myth on 
innovation, growth and prosperity.

PHIL BROOKS: Director, STEM 
Workforce Partnerships, University  
City Science Center
Phil Brooks joined the Science Center in 
2019 as the Director of STEM Workforce 
Partnerships and is responsible for 
developing and maintaining relationships 
with life science and technology 

companies to create training models that will employ 
Philadelphia residents in the STEM field. 
Phil joined the education based AmeriCorps program City 
Year Philadelphia where he served as a Senior Program 
Manager and led over 200 18-24 year old young adults in full 
time volunteer service. After a 10 year commitment to City 
Year, he joined the Mayor’s Office of Education as the US2020 
(Makers + Mentors Network) Program Manager of STEM 
Initiatives. Later, his work transitioned to the Commerce 
Department’s Talent Development Unit and finally to the 
Office of Workforce Development.

Research parks and innovation districts are in a league 

all of their own. At Collaborative Real Estate, whether 

it’s developing a new facility or managing an existing 

property, we take to heart that it’s about what happens

on the inside that matters most.

More than a real estate company, we’re your teammate,

here to navigate the process with you and take a tailored

approach specific to your needs. At Collaborative, we

keep our eye on the ball by curating unique spaces,

environments, and opportunities in order to grow and

nurture the collaborative culture of thriving innovation

communities.

To score a homerun in connecting people and fostering

collaboration, it requires both strategic programming and

intentional serendipity – and that’s where we come in.

We go beyond traditional bricks and mortar solutions,

line-driving a bespoke community that ignites culture

every day, at every step, and at every stage. 

Let’s  h it  i t  out  of  the innovat ion park –  together.

WWW.COLLABRE.CO

INFO@COLLABRE.CO

75 5TH ST NW, SUITE 810

ATLANTA, GA 30308
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KEVIN BYRNE, MBA: Past President, 
AURP; President & CEO, The University 
Financing Foundation
As TUFF’s President and CEO, Kevin has 
achieved national recognition as a creative 
problem solver for institutions facing the 
traditional dilemma of insufficient capital 
resources. He has pioneered TUFF’s non-

traditional approach to public-private partnerships, real estate 
financing structures, and economic development initiatives 
for university research parks and innovation districts. His 
strength is the ability to translate complex real estate solutions 
into true resource-saving solutions for institutional executives 
and boards.
In 2012 and 2014, Kevin served as President of the Association 
of University Research Parks (AURP). He currently serves on 
the Board of Georgia’s Partnership for Inclusive Innovation 
and we was previously appointed by Georgia’s Lieutenant 
Governor to the Georgia Public Private Partnership Guidelines 
Commission. He also served on two Brookings Institution 
advisory committees – the Innovation District Initiative and 
the Bass Placemaking Initiative.

MERRY HUNTER CAUDLE: Associate 
Director, Economic Development, 
Georgia Institute of Technology
Merry Hunter Caudle is the Associate 
Director for Economic Development in 
the Office of Institute Relations at Georgia 
Tech. In support of city, state, and regional 
economic development efforts, Merry 

Hunter identifies and aligns higher education resources and 
capabilities to support the recruitment of new companies 
and overall industry expansion in Metro Atlanta and Georgia. 
She also supports the continued growth of Georgia Tech’s 
innovation ecosystem model in Tech Square and surrounding 
areas, including the development and acceleration of co-
located corporate labs. She previously served as Education 
Policy Advisor, as well as Deputy Director of Communications, 
for former Georgia Governor Nathan Deal. Merry Hunter 
received her bachelor’s degree in Public Policy from Georgia 
Tech, master’s degree in Communications with a research 
emphasis on crisis rhetoric in higher education from Georgia 
State University, and M.B.A. from Georgia Tech. Most recently, 
Merry Hunter received the Association of University Research 
Parks (AURP) Rising Star Award in 2020.

VIRENDRA CHHIKARA: Director, LSBDC 
at University of Louisiana Monroe
Virendra Chhikara is the Center Director 
with LSBDC at University of Louisiana 
Monroe. He earned his MBA from the 
University of Louisiana at Monroe in 
2009. Prior to that he completed his MS 
in Industrial/Analytical Chemistry in 2003 

from India. While attaining his MBA, he worked as a graduate 
assistant for the LSBDC at ULM and was hired following his 
completion. Virendra has expertise in strategic planning, 
financial planning, market research, business development, 
International trade, and analytical research and development.

J.H. CULLUM CLARK: Director, Bush 
Institute — SMU Economic Growth 
Initiative
Cullum Clark is Director of the Bush 
Institute-SMU Economic Growth Initiative 
and Adjunct Economics Professor at 
SMU. Cullum’s work focuses on creating 
prosperous, high-opportunity cities as 

a path to improving economic mobility in America. He co-
authored the 2021 book The Texas Triangle: An Emerging 
Power in the Global Economy. Cullum’s work has appeared 
in City Journal, Real Clear Policy, and numerous other 
publications, plus the Freakonomics Radio podcast.
Cullum worked in investments for 25 years, founding two 
firms. He serves as Board Chair of the charter school network 
Uplift Education and on several foundation and endowment 
boards. 

SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

SENIOR HOUSING     |     LIFE SCIENCE, RESEARCH & INNOVATION     |     MEDICAL OFFICE & OUTPATIENT
HEALTH SYSTEMS     |     POST ACUTE CARE   

Investing in
Excellence.
Ventas is the leading owner and investor in 
university-owned life science, research & 
innovation real estate. We’ve built a 10 million 
square feet portfolio through our deep sector 
knowledge and reliable access to capital. Talk 
to us to learn how we can spur life-changing 
innovations by investing in your long term 
growth alongside our own.

ventasreit.com
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BRIAN DARMODY: Chief Strategy 
Officer, AURP
Brian Darmody leads AURP initiatives 
including expanding membership, 
international partnerships and funding 
in order to build out additional member 
benefits. Prior to joining AURP, Brian 
served as Associate Vice President (AVP) 

of Corporate Engagement at the University of Maryland 
(UMD). At UMD, Brian was responsible for developing the 
overall university strategy for corporate relationships, as well 
as the development of projects and policies to support these 
initiatives centrally and through the colleges and schools on 
campus of the University of Maryland.
Previously, he was the University’s AVP for Corporate and 
Foundation Relations in the Division of University Relations, 
AVP for Research and Economic Development, Assistant Vice 
Chancellor for Technology Development, Director of State and 
Federal Relations in the President’s Office and has served in the 
university’s legal counsel office. He serves on national and state 
boards, including: Fraunhofer USA, the Maryland Economic 
Development Association, and the Maryland Tech Council.
He holds a Juris Doctorate from the University of Baltimore 
and he received his bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Maryland, College Park.

ADAM ESHELBRENNER: Senior VP, The 
Whiting-Turner Contracting Company
Adam Eshelbrenner is a graduate from 
Kansas State University’s Construction 
Science and Management department 
in 2000. Upon graduation, he accepted 
a position with The Whiting-Turner 
Contracting Company traveling from 

coast to coast constructing high level projects in technology 
driven fields for a multitude of elite institutions and Fortune 
500 clients.  In 2007, Adam and his wife moved home to open 
Whiting-Turner’s Kansas City office, the first in the Midwest.  
Today, Adam manages Whiting-Turner’s Midwest Operations 
and client relations through multiple offices and operating 
groups that maintain a focus on technology driven research, 
Universities, manufacturing, and critical facilities.  

JAMES GOULKA: Chairman & Managing 
Director, Arizona Tech Investors
James Goulka is Chairman and Managing 
Director for Arizona Tech Investors 
(ATI) and responsible for the general 
management of the organization. Goulka 
previously served as CEO of software 
companies NetSelector Inc (sold to Apple, 

Inc), Jump-Start Solutions, and bid4real.com. Additionally, 
he was CEO of the National Technology Transfer Center, 
which commercialized IP developed in all 10 NASA labs and 
parts of the Department of Defense, the Frank Lloyd Wright 
Foundation, and Taliesin Preservation, Inc. and served as COO 
and CFO of Encyclopaedia Britannica Inc. and its world-wide 

subsidiaries. Goulka began his career in corporate finance and 
private equity at JP Morgan Chase and Citibank. He currently 
serves as a Board Member of the Angel Capital Association 
and is a member of its Education Committee.

LINDA HALL: Executive VP and CFO, 
Research Triangle Park of North Carolina
Linda Hall serves as the Executive Vice 
President and Chief Financial Officer 
of the Research Triangle Foundation of 
North Carolina. Linda has led the oversight 
and management of the Foundation’s 
finances, investments, human resources, 

IT and operations for over 15 years.
In addition to the day-to-day fiscal management of the 
Foundation’s assets, Linda is heavily involved in the strategic 
financial positioning of the investments made in RTP and 
management of properties owned by the Foundation and its 
subsidiaries. Linda plays a key role in: the Foundation’s real 
estate portfolio development and management; the Frontier 
RTP campus; the Hub RTP mixed-use development strategic 
planning; and the acquisition, renovation and leasing for 
nearly 700K SF of commercial office, lab and retail space.

SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

At Auburn’s Research Park, intelligence and creativity 
ignite innovation and propel progress. Join us. 

The Park—where progress begins.

thepark.auburn.edu 
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DAVID HEINEKING, Assistant VP, 
Planning & Operations of Phoenix 
Dept., University of Arizona
David Heineking oversees the operations 
of the Phoenix Biosciences Core in 
downtown Phoenix collaborating closely 
with the other two universities and various 
entities on campus.  Additionally, he 

oversees operations and development of spaces in Scottsdale 
and on the Capitol mall..  David has a master’s degree in 
administration from Northern Arizona University, a BS in 
Urban Planning from Arizona State University, and a BA in 
Interdisciplinary Studies from the University of Arizona. 

KATE HIER AIA, NCARB, EDAC, WELL 
AP: Architect, Laboratory Planner, 
Principal, Clark & Enersen
Kate Hier is a Principal and Architect at 
Clark & Enersen. She is passionate about 
inspiring others through the design of 
beautiful spaces, and crafting architecture 
to be a tool for discovery, connection, 

learning, and healing. As a leader of the firm’s science and 
technology market sector, she specializes in the design of 

higher education and science & technology facilities and has 
led design on numerous high-profile projects at universities, 
research parks, and medical education centers across the 
nation. Her focus lies at the intersection of visioning for the 
future, consensus building, and design excellence.

MATTHEW HULVER: VP of Research, 
ASU Knowledge Enterprise
Matthew Hulver: Vice President of 
Research, ASU Knowledge Enterprise, 
responsible for identifying and deploying 
strategies to grow and diversify ASU’s 
research enterprise. He holds a faculty 
position in the College of Health Solutions.

Before joining ASU, Dr. Hulver was at Virginia Tech where he 
served as the executive director of the Fralin Life Sciences 
Institute and was a professor, department head, and director 
of graduate programs in the Department of Human Nutrition, 
Foods and Exercise. Hulver has held multiple leadership roles 
at Virginia Tech, including assistant dean in the College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences, co-director of the Center for 
Transformative Research on Health Behaviors, and director of 
Metabolic Phenotyping Core.

SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS
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JONATHAN HUNT: Ecosystems 
Partnership Manager, McMaster 
Innovation Park
Jonathan leads the ecosystem and 
partnerships office at McMaster Innovation 
Park (MIP). Over the years, he has played 
an integral role in building relationships 
and forming lucrative global partnerships 

to support MIP’s growth initiative. Through strategic alliances, 
Jonathan has facilitated impactful collisions that continue 
to be vital to the growth and success of the Greater Toronto 
Hamilton Area (GTHA) life sciences corridor.

JEFF JOHNSON: Chief Solutions Officer, 
ITA International
Jeff Johnson recently transitioned into a 
new role at ITA International. Prior to his 
new position, Jeff worked for the Virginia 
Tech Corporate Research Center, a 
subsidiary of the Virginia Tech Foundation, 
since January 2014 as Director of Tech 

Center Research Park located in Newport News, Virginia. Jeff 
is responsible for establishing and leading the research and 
innovation portion of the 100-acre, $450 million mixed used 
Tech Center based on the internationally acclaimed Virginia 
Tech Corporate Research Center in Blacksburg, Virginia. Jeff 
identifies, vets, recruits, and supports technology-based 
companies that are focused on commercialization discovery 
and growing business that matter. He has also worked with 
hundreds of federal labs principal investigators and inventors 
to accelerate lab to market and commercialize innovation.
Jeff has a strong record in executive leadership with 
extensive experience in competitive analysis and positioning, 
strategic marketing and branding, business organizational 
development, manufacturing management, strategic 
planning, and predictive analytics. Jeff has worked with 
several national and international brands. 

GREG KING: Associate Vice President 
for Economic Development, Georgia 
Institute of Technology
Greg King is the Associate Vice President 
for Economic Development at the 
Georgia Institute of Technology. Each day 
he works with companies to establish 
successful partnerships and meaningful 

relationships with campus to support their business and 
innovation plans.
Within Technology Square and other campus innovation 
areas he works to enhance the alignment and access to 
research, education programs and technology development 
important to economic development and growing 
communities of innovation. In addition to his role at Georgia 
Tech, he represents the University System of Georgia in 
support the state’s industry recruitment and expansion efforts 
by finding alignment across the system around the talent 
and technology needs of companies that are considering 
investment in Georgia.

JEFF KOENIG: Board Member,  
Desert Angels
Jeff Koenig is a board member of the 
Desert Angels in Tucson and, via that and 
other groups, invests prolifically in startups 
and other alternative asset classes.  Jeff 
also owns Open 4 Business, providing 
fractional CEO and CFO strategic planning 

services to small businesses from pre-launch to exit.  He draws 
on the experience of having purchased, started, operated and/
or sold a dozen small businesses.  With his own methods and 
tools, Jeff also offers an executive education and lab series in 
strategic financial planning to COOs who need help rounding 
out their CEO and CFO skills.  Jeff has served the boards of non-
profits like the Arizona Sonora Desert Museum and via a federal 
appointment to the National Regulatory Fairness Board.  With 
what time is left, Jeff mentors throughout the local Tucson 
entrepreneurial ecosystem (UA Tech Launch, The Forge) and 
practices risk assessment as a technical mountain biker.

SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

brandywinerealty.com

Schuylkill Yards, with Drexel University

B.Labs Life Science Incubator  

Cira Centre South, with 
University of Pennsylvania 

Cira Centre South, with 
University of Pennsylvania 

Penn Medicine Complex at  
Radnor Life Sciences Center

Discovery District, with 
University of Maryland 

University, Healthcare and Life Science 
leaders choose Brandywine Realty Trust 
to help them re-imagine their physical 
platforms to create dynamic mixed-
use communities. Together, we create 
ecosystems that serve as a magnet for top, 
cutting-edge research and discovery, and 
sustainable economic growth. 
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. ERIN KOSHUT: President, AURP; 
Executive Director, Cummings 
Research Park
Erin Koshut is the Executive Director 
of Cummings Research Park (CRP) in 
Huntsville, Alabama. With 300 companies 
situated over more than 3,800 acres and 
employing 26,500 employees, CRP is 

the second largest research park in the U.S. and the fourth 
largest in the world. Erin is responsible for managing and 
marketing CRP, and for providing a business environment 
that is conducive to growing existing industry and 
recruiting new industry into the Park. In her role as CRP 
Director, Erin continues to lead the implementation of the 
2016 comprehensive master plan that ensures another 50 
successful years for CRP. Partnering with stakeholders and 
community leaders, Erin is working to transform the culture in 
the Park and create a vibrant environment where employees 
connect, work, live, learn, and play. Erin is a certified Business 
Incubation Manager.

RYAN LILLY: Global Ventures Program 
Manager, Research Park at Florida 
Atlantic University
Ryan has helped 1,500+ entrepreneurs 
one-on-one and another 5,000+ in 
workshops in three U.S. states over the 
last twelve years. He has worked with 
both traditional small businesses and 

technology startups while in university-run incubators, city 
government, chambers of commerce, and various economic 
development organizations. 
Previous to Global Ventures, Ryan served as Vice President 
of the Ocala Metro Chamber & Economic Partnership in 
Ocala, Florida for nine years. There he oversaw an incubator 
and entrepreneurship initiatives throughout the Ocala Metro 
area. Ryan’s background also includes launching incubators 
in Illinois and in his home state of Virginia.

VICTOR MACLAUGHLIN: Founder and 
CEO, Capital2Market
Victor has over 25 years in financial 
services including consulting, commercial 
banking, investment banking and being 
a FinTech entrepreneur.  Aside from 
starting, managing and growing financial 
businesses, he is also the co-author of 

Virginia’s Intrastate crowdfunding exemption allowing 
private businesses to generally solicit and raise capital from 
non-accredited state residents up to $2 million. Prior to 
founding Capital2Market in 2016, Victor served as the Chief 
Operating Officer and Vice President of Sales for WealthForge 
Holdings creating solutions for issuers and platforms seeking 
solutions to raise capital online for private placement issuers 
and marketplaces.  Victor graduated from the University of 
Kentucky with a BBA in Marketing and currently holds FINRA 
licenses Series 7, 24, SIE and 63.

DR. HALA MADANAT: VP for Research & 
Innovation, San Diego State University
Dr. Hala Madanat is the Vice President for 
Research and Innovation at San Diego 
State University and Albert W. Johnson 
Distinguished Professor of Public Health. 
Dr. Madanat stewards the university’s 
expansive research enterprise, leads the 

development of SDSU’s Mission Valley Innovation District, and 
oversees SDSU’s research advancement, research support 
services and technology transfer efforts, the SDSU Research 
Foundation, as well as the university’s start-up incubator, the 
Zahn Innovation Platform Launchpad.
Under Dr. Madanat’s leadership, SDSU’s research reached 
$164.5 million in fiscal 2022 – surpassing California State 
University system records. Dr. Madanat was integral in 
launching Techstars San Diego Powered by SDSU, a world-
class accelerator open to startups from around the world. 
She led the effort for the first national Academic Health and 
Human Services Department, a collaboration between SDSU 
and the County of San Diego Health and Human Services to 
establish the Live Well Center for Innovation and Leadership 
to address the need for a diverse workforce pipeline and the 
health disparities pervasive in our community today.

ALLISON MADDEN, MBA:  COO and 
Corporate Secretary, USF Research 
Foundation
Allison Madden is director of operations for 
the University of South Florida Research 
Foundation in Tampa, and also serves in 
the officer position of secretary of the USF 
Research Foundation, Inc. The Research 

Foundation is a non-profit, direct-support organization 
serving the research mission of the University of South Florida. 
Allison is responsible for corporate governance, strategic 
planning, and all areas of USF Research Park operations 
including planning, construction, vendor and client relations, 
and compliance. The Research Park is a vital component of 
USF’s Innovation Enterprise which infuses $582 million yearly 
into Florida’s economy, sustains more than 4,000 public and 
private sector jobs, and returns more than $71 million in tax 
revenue to local, state and federal coffers.

SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS
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KEN MARCUS: Executive VP & Chief 
Financial Officer, Tech Parks Arizona
Ken has over 23 years of research park 
executive management experience in 
operations, development and finance.  He 
began his career with Tech Parks Arizona 
in September 1999. 
As a senior level executive, Ken is directly 

responsible for the management, operations and finance for 
the UA Tech Park at Rita Road, the UA Tech Park at The Bridges, 
and the University of Arizona Center for Innovation.  He has 
more than 30 years of experience in business management, 
finance, real estate and economic development.  Highlights 
of his expertise includes university relationships, financial 
budgeting and reporting, government compliance and 
relations, operational management, funding packages, cash 
management, lease negotiations, tenant retention and 
expansion, emergency response and disaster recovery plans, 
and development strategies, creative solutions to complex 
projects as well as strategic, business and financial plans.

JOE MARTIN: Communications Director, 
Phoenix Bioscience Core
Joe is the director of communications 
for the Phoenix Bioscience Core, a joint 
collaboration between Arizona’s three 
public universities, the city of Phoenix and 
the Arizona Board of Regents. As the lead 
storyteller for the PBC, Joe is responsible 

for guiding the narrative and brand perception of the campus 
and its role of advancing public health in Arizona through 
collaboration and innovation. He is also responsible for brand 
management of the campus, including digital and social 
strategies, paid and earned media. 
Joe originally started his career as a business reporter for the 
Houston Business Journal after graduating with a degree in 
journalism from the Walter Cronkite School of Journalism 
and Mass Communication. His career included writing about 
the development of the Texas Medical Center, economic 
development efforts in the city of Houston, and the emerging 
technology and startup sector. 

SPEAKERS AND MODERATORS

www.thinkstiletto.com | info@thinkstiletto.com | (506) 206-2149

is a strategic planning and market intelligence firm
THAT TURNS YOUR BIG IDEAS INTO ACTION.

WE SPECIALIZE IN:

OUR CLIENTS ARE:

INNOVATION
HUBS

INCUBATORS GOVERNMENT POSTSECONDARY
INSTITUTIONS

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

AGENCIES

RESEARCH AND
TECHNOLOGY PARKS

(Emerging and Established)

+  Actionable roadmaps
+  Business retention and
    attraction strategies 
+  Cluster development 
+  Community cohesion 

+  Competitive intelligence 
+  Economic and social impact
+  Economic development strategies 
+  Feasibility analysis
+  Funding strategy and support 

+  Implementation plans
+  Labor market assessments
+  Park, community, and ecosystem 
    asset mapping
+  Program development and activation

+  Stakeholder engagement 
+  Strategic planning 
+  Value proposition development
+  Workforce development strategies



26 AURP Spring Training 2023      @AURP  #AURP2023  #BuildingtheAURPNetwork  

ZACH MILES: Senior Associate VP for 
Economic Development, UNLV
Zach currently serves as the Senior 
Associate Vice President for Economic 
Development at UNLV and the Executive 
Director of the UNLV Research Foundation.  
Zach is responsible for driving new ideas 
to life changing products and services and 

engaging industry in mutually beneficial collaborations.  A 
key function of his industry engagement duties including the 
management of the 122 acre master planned and developed 
UNLV Harry Reid Research and Technology Park.
Zach has worked in academic based economic and research 
park development for the past 20 years having similar roles 
and responsibilities at the Oklahoma State University and 
the University of Utah.  Zach is proud to have been part of 
the team at the University of Utah that earned the honor of 
being the top research university in the nation for technology 
transfer, according to the Milken Institute’s 2017 ranking of 
Best Universities for Technology Transfer.  Further, Zach was 
the founder of the Black Fire Innovation facility at the UNLV 
Harry Reid Research and Technology Park, a living lab and 
acceleration, incubation, and co-working space focused on 
innovating the hospitality and entertainment industry.  

RICK NAIMARK: Associate VP for 
Program Development Planning, 
Arizona State University
Rick Naimark joined ASU in 2015 as 
associate vice president for program 
development planning. Naimark’s 
primary role at ASU is to lead efforts to 
expand the university’s educational and 

research capacity across Arizona and beyond through physical 
campus development and program partnerships with 
government and community organizations. Naimark came 
to ASU after 29 years with the City of Phoenix, where he most 
recently served as deputy city manager. Over his tenure at the 
city, he oversaw a variety of departments. He also led efforts 
to develop the ASU Downtown Phoenix campus and Phoenix 
biomedical campus. He has a master’s degree in public policy 
from the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard 
University and an undergraduate degree in public policy 
from Stanford University. Naimark is active in the community, 
serving on various community boards including Hospice of 
the Valley, The Arizona Science Center, Artlink, The Friends of 
Phoenix Public Art, The Arizona Jewish Historical Society and 
the Phoenix Citizens’ Transportation Commission.

DR. THYAGARAJAN NANDAGOPAL: 
Acting Division Director, NSF
Dr. Thyaga Nandagopal is a Senior 
Advisor in the Office of Director at the 
National Science Foundation, working 
on programs related to technology, 
innovation and partnerships. Prior to this 
recent role, he was the Deputy Division 

Director of the Computing and Communication Foundations 
(CCF) Division in the Directorate of Computer & Information 
Science and Engineering (CISE) at the NSF, where he oversaw 
the division’s investments in the theory and foundations of 
computing systems and communications technologies, with 
an annual budget of nearly $200M. He previously served as a 
Program Director at the NSF in the Networking Technologies 
and Systems (NeTS) program, where he managed mobile 
systems and wireless networking research across multiple 
funding programs with an annual budget of over $50M. 
At NSF, Thyaga is also leading the Platforms for Advanced 
Wireless Research program, a $100M effort over the 2017 
- 2024 timeframe. He serves as the co-chair of the Wireless 
Spectrum Research and Development Senior Steering Group 
(WSRD SSG), which co-ordinates spectrum-related research 
and development activities across the Federal government. 
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LAURA O’BLENIS: President & CEO, 
Stiletto: Make a Point
Laura O’Blenis is the founder of Stiletto 
and Co-Founder and former Managing 
Director of the Canadian Association of 
University Research Parks. With more than 
two decades of experience in economic 
development and working with post-

secondary institutions, Ms. O’Blenis and her team develops 
strategies that get results for workforce and broader economic 
development impacts for communities throughout North 
America. A skilled consensus builder, O’Blenis has facilitated 
more than 700 strategy sessions in communities globally. 
Specializing in innovation ecosystem building, innovation 
districts, research and technology parks, and innovation 
hubs, she has travelled the world to study global trends and 
best practices that have been applied to Stiletto processes 
and strategies. She was awarded the Startup Canada Female 
Entrepreneur of the Year for Atlantic Canada in 2016, was a 
finalist for Businessperson of the Year for the Fredericton 
Chamber of Commerce in 2018, is the recipient of the 2019 
NBCC Alumni Award and was most recently recognized as 
one of the top 25 Most Powerful Women in Atlantic Canada 
(2022).

JAN ODEGARD: Executive Director,  
Ion District at Rice University
Dr. Odegard is the Executive Director at the 
Ion. The Ion is the epicenter for Houston’s 
innovation ecosystem and currently 
anchors the 16-acre Ion District that is 
being developed by the Rice Management 
Company. The Ion serves as a hub focusing 

on quality collaborations between entrepreneurs, incubators, 
accelerators, investors, corporations, academics, and the 
broader Houston community. The Ion’s mission is to create 
opportunities to advance and sustain economic growth in 
Houston and to foster innovation in energy, healthcare, space, 
transportation, manufacturing, and other industries. 
Odegard has over 25 years of leadership experience 
supporting innovators and enabling research and life-long 
learning engagements in computing, data science, and 
information technology. 
Before joining Ion, Odegard served as the Executive Director 
of the Ken Kennedy Institute at Rice University, where 
he focused on building strategic partnerships to serve as 
catalysts for research, education, and external engagements 
in data and computing. During his tenure at Rice, Odegard 
also served as the Associate VP for Research Computing from 
2015 until he joined the Ion. While at Rice, Odegard worked 
with colleagues in the industry to launch the Oil & Gas High-
Performance Computing Conference series in the spring of 
2008 and then to launch the Ken Kennedy Institute Data 
Science Conference series in the fall of 2017.

AARON OLVER: Managing Director, 
University Research Park, University of 
Wisconsin, Madison
Aaron Olver is the Managing Director of 
the University Research Park. Established 
in 1984, University Research Park, a 
University of Wisconsin-Madison affiliate, 
is an internationally recognized research 

and technology park that supports early-stage, and growth-
oriented businesses in a range of sectors, including engineering, 
computational and life sciences. Olver previously served 
as Wisconsin Secretary of Commerce and City of Madison 
Director of Economic Development. He has an undergraduate 
degree from UW-Madison and a graduate degree from Oxford 
University, where he was a Rhodes Scholar.
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TOM OSHA: Executive VP, Wexford 
Science + Technology
Tom is employed by Wexford Science 
+ Technology as an Executive Vice 
President. In this role, he guides Wexford’s 
implementation of its Knowledge 
Community strategy across their 
development stakeholders globally to 

position Wexford’s research park developments as critical 
hubs in the regional innovation ecosystem.
Previously, he served as Executive Vice President and Chief of 
Staff at Broadwing Inc., an NYSE-listed, telecommunications 
provider, providing executive leadership in the areas of 
corporate strategy, mergers and acquisitions, and innovation.
Prior to that, he served as Special Assistant to United States 
Senator Richard G. Lugar (R-Ind.), providing advice on foreign 
policy issues. Tom also provided policy advice to the Reagan 
Administration and developed a research methodology that 
has become a standard at Congressional Quarterly magazine.

VICKIE PALMER: CEO, AURP
Vickie Palmer was appointed CEO in 2022, 
following 15 years’ experience significantly 
expanding the Association’s membership 
and sponsorship community. During 
her time with AURP, she has led the 
organization’s membership, event 
management and overall operations while 

working closely with the organization’s prior CEOs, Board of 
Directors and membership community. 
Recipient of the 2021 AURP Vision Award, Vickie brings to 
a proven record of success in association management 
primarily with The Kellen Company, a global association 
management company, and Management Plus, Ltd. She has 
over 25 years leadership experience with such associations 
as the National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, Elder Life 
Care Planners (formerly known as the National Association 
of Professional Geriatric Care Managers) and the National 
Guardianship Association. 
Prior to her jump into the non-profit sector, she held 
executive convention management positions at the Hilton 
El Conquistador Resort in Tucson, AZ (formerly ITT Sheraton). 
Vickie obtained a bachelor of science with major in hotel and 
restaurant management from Northern Arizona University’s 
W.A. Franke College of Business. Additionally, she is a 
commissioned Stephen Minister.

DELILAH PANIO: VP, U.S. Capital 
Formation, TMX Group
Delilah Panio is Vice President of U.S. 
Capital Formation for Toronto Stock 
Exchange (TSX) and TSX Venture Exchange 
(TSXV) based in Southern California. In this 
role, Delilah advises U.S. companies on 
the opportunity to list and raise capital on 

Canada’s premier equity markets. 
Previously, Delilah spent 10 years at TSX and TSXV in business 
development and strategy. She has advised many companies 
on the going public process and provides an understanding 
of private and public financing options in Canada and the U.S. 
Delilah is also the Executive Director and Co-Founder of We Are 
Enough, a non-profit that educates women on why and how 
to invest in women-owned businesses and/or with a gender 
lens, which will be launching a global campaign next year. 

MANAS PATHAK: Founder, EarthEn
Dr. Manas Pathak is co-founder and CEO 
of EarthEn, a climate-tech startup with 
patent-pending, sCO2 based technology 
for long-duration energy storage. He has 
a Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering from 
the University of Utah and finishing his 
MBA from Arizona State University. In 

the past, Manas has been an Affiliate Scientist and Fellow at 
Energy & Geoscience Institute (EGI) at the University of Utah. 
At EGI Manas examined the interaction between kerogen 
and formation fluids and its importance in predicting the 
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Pressure-Volume-Temperature properties of oils. He also 
investigated enhanced recovery through CO2 sequestration 
in shales during his time in the Department of Energy’s 
National Lab in Idaho. He is author of multiple journal papers 
in the energy sector, specifically oil & gas and has delivered 
several well-accepted talks and panel discussions in different 
conferences. He also serves as a reviewer for multiple oil 
and gas journals. He is a professional member of Society of 
Petroleum Engineers, American Association of Petroleum 
Geologists and Society of Exploration Geophysics.

SCOTT RASMUSSEN: VP of Leasing & 
Business Development, McMaster 
Innovation Park
As VP of Leasing & Business Development, 
he will be responsible for managing key 
account relationships and advancing 
new development through effective 
commercial leasing strategy to meet 

established targets. This will be familiar territory for the 
dynamic leader who joins MIP from NorthWest, where he 
was Director of their Healthcare Properties REIT in Ontario. 
He has a unique background that integrates the disciplines 
of both life sciences and leasing; a key contributor to the 
illustrious career he enjoyed over the years. Rasmussen sees 
this undertaking as the perfect opportunity to combine 
market and industry knowledge to leverage existing 
relationships with new and current stakeholders in the life 
sciences ecosystem.

OAKLEE ROGERS Ph.D., OTR/L: 
Assistant Dean, Provost Leadership 
Fellow, Northern Arizona University  
— Phoenix Bioscience Core
Oaklee Rogers, Ph.D., OTR/L is the Assistant 
Dean for the College of Health and Human 
Services at Northern Arizona University 
(NAU), located at the Phoenix Bioscience 

Core (PBC). Previously, she served as the Department Chair 
for the Occupational Therapy (OT) Program. Dr. Rogers has 
designed and taught numerous courses related to education, 
leadership, and mental health. Throughout her time at NAU, 
she has served in various leadership roles and was awarded 
the Outstanding Occupational Therapist of the Year from the 
Arizona Occupational Therapy Association in 2017. Dr. Rogers has 
obtained grant funding, published in peer-reviewed journals, 
and presented at state, national and international conferences.

TOM SCHUMANN: Executive Director, 
Center for Entrepreneurial Innovation
Thomas is an experienced business 
counselor providing financial and 
technical assistance to small and 
medium-sized businesses across a variety 
of industries and stages of development. 
Tom uses his background in economics, 

accounting and finance to help growing companies secure 
the financial resources required for growth through private 

investment and commercial and non-traditional lending. 
At the Center for Entrepreneurial Innovation (CEI), Thomas 
leads a state-of-the-art, award-winning business incubator 
that focuses on the commercialization of bioscience and 
medical device technologies emerging from Arizona’s higher 
education community. CEI is expanding its mission by 
launching LabForce, state-wide workforce training initiative 
focused on developing the skills and talent required by the 
Arizona bioscience industry.  

JACLYN SHAW: Interim VP, Research, 
Economic Development, and Knowledge 
Enterprise / Associate VP, Strategic 
Initiatives & Research Partnerships, 
University of Texas at San Antonio
Jaclyn Shaw has over 15 years of experience 
and currently serves at the executive 
level at UTSA, most recently leading 

UTSA’s Office for Strategic Research Development as the 
Associate Vice President for Strategic Initiatives & Research 
Partnerships. She holds extensive experience in operational 
intensive environments within health care and emergency 
management/operations. Previously, she led the conception 
and operational establishment of the UTSA National Security 
Collaboration Center and assisted in securing $100M for 
physical and programmatic infrastructure with $5M per year 
in sustained R&D revenue. Shaw was named Interim Vice 
President for the division effective June 1, 2022.
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ERIC SMITH: Executive Director, UA 
Center for Innovation
Eric Smith is the executive director for 
the University of Arizona (UA) Center 
for Innovation. In this role, Smith is 
responsible for the daily operations and 
growth of the UA Center for Innovation, 
which includes administration, budgeting, 

financial management, grant submissions & sponsorships, 
client recruitment, building mentor & advisory networks, 
community outreach, and staff management.
Smith came to the UA Center for Innovation after serving as 
the commercialization network manager for Tech Launch 
Arizona (TLA), the UA’s office responsible for moving UA 
research and technological innovation into the marketplace.
While at TLA, he focused on building and leveraging a 
network of domain experts and business leaders who consult 
on university technologies to help reveal their commercial 
relevance as they are prepared for the market. He also 
managed TLA’s National Science Foundation Innovation-
Corps (I-Corps) Site grant program which teaches inventing 
teams about lean startup methodology and customer 
discovery. 

CAROL STEWART: VP, Tech Parks 
Arizona, University of Arizona
Carol Stewart, a long-standing authority 
on research parks, is the Vice President 
for Tech Parks Arizona at the University of 
Arizona.  Carol Stewart leads the UA Tech 
Park at Rita Road and is developing the 
UA Tech Park at The Bridges.  She is also 

president of the University of Arizona Center for Innovation, a 
technology business incubator network serving the University 
of Arizona, Tucson, and the international community. 
Stewart’s expertise in university research parks spans 
decades and nations with more than 20 years of experience 
working with research parks, technology commercialization, 
business incubation, governmental relations and business 
development.
She also serves as the North American Division President for 
the International Association of Science Parks and Areas of 
Innovation (IASP). IASP is the worldwide network of science 
parks and areas of innovation. IASP gathers 397 members in 
73 countries. Previously, Stewart served as the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Association of University Research Parks 
(AURP), which represents 200 research parks (80% US and 
20% international).  She collaborates with numerous leaders 
worldwide to build and grow university-related research parks 
through education, unification, and collaboration.

RAYMOND TRAPP: VP of Strategic 
Engagement, Research Triangle Park
Raymond Trapp has recently joined the 
Research Triangle Foundation as Vice 
President of Strategic Engagement. 
Prior to joining RTF, Trapp served as 
Director of External Affairs for North 
Carolina Agricultural and Technical State 

University. Trapp has also previously served as a Guilford 
County Commissioner representing District 8 from 2012 – 
2017. He won his first election to the County Commission in 
2012 and was re-elected without opposition in 2016.
His professional work and service have earned numerous 
awards, including the National Association of Counties’ 2016 
Public Health Achievement Award for the “Food Desert 
Storm” project addressing food insecurity in Guilford County, 
and his inclusion in the Triad Business Journal’s 2011 “40 
Business Leaders Under 40.”

GREG WRIGHT: Founder, SparkTowns
Named an “Innovator to Watch” by 
the Wisconsin Biz Times, Greg Wright 
transformed a small-town arts advocacy 
organization into a new model for place-
based, people-centered economic 
development. 
In early 2022, Greg founded Spark Towns to 

meet the demand to bring this model to more communities. 
Spark Towns is rethinking place within the context of the 
digital era. It applies emerging research in zoning, social 
capital, creative placemaking, and ecosystem building to put 
greater power behind local people with big ideas. The firm 
has now worked with leaders from Utica to Detroit Lakes to 
Carson City. 

MYKOLA ZOMCHAK: CTO, Noty.ai
Mykola Zomchack is the Chief Technology 
Officer of Noty.ai, an artificial intelligence-
powered assistant that transcribes Google 
Meet and Zoom calls and generates 
summaries. Noty.ai is one of four startups 
that were selected from the Ukraine to 
take part of the Center for Innovation’s 

Global Advantage Soft Landing Program.
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PLATINUM LEVEL SPONSORS
JOBSOHIO
Dayton, OH 45419
(937) 671-2434
chambers@jobsohio.com  
jobsohio.com                 
JobsOhio is a private nonprofit economic development 
corporation designed to drive job creation and new capital 
investment in Ohio through business attraction, retention, 
and expansion. The organization also works to seed talent 
production in its targeted industries and to attract talent 
to Ohio though FindYourOhio.com. JobsOhio works 
collaboratively with a wide range of organizations and cities, 
each bringing something powerful and unique to the table 
to put Ohio’s best opportunities forward. Since its creation 
in 2011, JobsOhio and a network of six regional partners have 
collaborated with academia, public and private organizations, 
elected officials, and international entities to ensure that 
company needs are met at every level. A team of industry 
experts with decades of real-world industry experience lead 
JobsOhio and support businesses by providing guidance, 
contacts, and resources necessary for success in Ohio. Visit our 
website at jobsohio.com, or contact us at +1.855.874.2530 to 
learn why Ohio is the ideal location for innovation, investment, 
and growth.

THE UNIVERSITY FINANCING FOUNDATION, INC.
Atlanta, GA
(404) 214-9200
Kevin.Byrne@TUFF.org
tuff.org 
The University Financing Foundation (TUFF) is a nationally 
recognized 501(c)(3) nonprofit real estate development 
organization dedicated to advancing education and research. 
Our mission is to serve institutions with solutions tailored to 
the specific needs of our partners. We specialize in navigating 
complex situations which leverage our expertise in institutional 
programming, real estate and finance. TUFF has over $2.6 
billion in transaction volume through 59 transactions. Over 
our 40-year history, we have developed thriving innovation 
communities and state-of-the-art campus facilities with one 
simple goal: develop Place for Progress.  
For more information on how you can benefit from our 
experiences, connect with a member of our team at www.
tuff.org. 

WEXFORD SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY, LLC
Baltimore, MD
(410) 649-5720
thomas.osha@wexfordscitech.com 
wexfordscitech.com                  
Wexford Science & Technology is a real estate company 
exclusively focused on partnering with universities, academic 
medical centers, and research institutions to develop vibrant, 
mixed-use, amenity-rich Knowledge Communities that 
are built on a foundation of research, discovery, innovation, 
entrepreneurial activity, corporate engagement, and 
community inclusion. Wexford targets strategic opportunities 
with top-tier research universities that are seeking to 
create knowledge-led economic development impact 
for their campuses, cities, and regions. Presently Wexford 
has developed or is developing seventeen Knowledge 
Communities across North America.

THE WHITING-TURNER CONTRACTING COMPANY
Baltimore, MD
(410) 337-2309
chris.carlson@whiting-turner.com
whiting-turner.com                
Founded in 1909, Whiting-Turner is a recognized leader in 
areas of construction management, general contracting, 
and design-build services in numerous markets, with 
Higher Education and Science + Technology being two 
of our most robust industries. Backed by over 100 years of 
industry experience, while being consistently ranked in the 
top 3 Construction Management Firms by BD+C, Whiting-
Turner provides high quality construction services aimed at 
exceeding expectations and delighting the customer from 
first contact to final close out. Our in-house services include: 
Program management, preconstruction services including 
conceptual budgeting, value engineering, constructability 
review, mechanical/electrical reviews and planning and 
scheduling. Our construction services include quality 
assurance and control, safety, on-site project management, 
on-site project reporting and start-up commissioning. 
Whiting-Turner also provides post construction review and 
LEED or sustainability coordination.
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GOLD LEVEL SPONSORS 
COLLABORATIVE REAL ESTATE
Atlanta, GA
(404) 214-6900 
david@collabre.co
collabre.co                                 
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Collaborative Real Estate is a full-service real estate firm 
specializing in innovation districts and university research 
parks. With our expertise in community activation, asset/
property management, and development, we help innovative 
ecosystems truly thrive. We believe that a research building’s 
greatest amenities are the tenants themselves, and that 
what happens inside a building is what matters most. Every 
day, we are creating spaces, communities, and programs to 
grow thriving innovation communities designed to inspire, 
connect, and support ongoing user success.

TECH PARKS ARIZONA
Tucson, AZ
(520) 382-2482
kmarcus@uatechpark.org
techparks.arizona.edu   
Tech Parks Arizona uses the Interactive Ground approach – 
the concept of building connections between the University 
of Arizona, industry and the community – to promote 
technology innovation and commercialization and supporting 
the attraction and growth of technology companies. 
Ultimately, this contributes to the advancement of economic 
development goals of the University of Arizona and Southern 
Arizona. Tech Parks Arizona provides business incubation and 
business assistance programs, state-of-the-art laboratory and 
office facilities, and connectivity to the University of Arizona. 
Tech Parks Arizona manages the UA Tech Park, the UA Tech 
Park at The Bridges and the University of Arizona Center 
for Innovation, placing the highest priority on recruiting 
companies desiring connectivity to the University of Arizona.

WAYMAKER GROUP
Dallas, TX 75219
(707)948-6528
jhuls@waymaker-group.com
waymaker-group.com                 
Waymaker Group is a full-service economic development 
firm that jumpstarts innovation economies in the heartland. 
We help city leaders, higher-eds and non-profits plan and 
fund mixed-use innovation districts by attracting anchor 
tenants, building diverse talent pipelines, and fueling a more 
globally competitive middle America. For more information, 
visit waymaker-group.com

SILVER LEVEL SPONSORS
ASTRAZENECA
Rockville, MD
(703) 951-3343 
mike.hayes@astrazeneca.com     
astrazeneca.com                             
AstraZeneca is a global, science-led biopharmaceutical 
business and our innovation medicines are used by millions 
of patients worldwide. We push the boundaries of science 
to deliver life-changing medicines. Our purpose underpins 
everything we do. It gives us a reason to come to work every 
day. It reminds us why we exist as a company. It helps us 
deliver benefits to patients and create value for shareholders. 
It also sets the context for our employees’ activities and the 
roles of our teams, partners and other collaborators. We follow 
the science. We put patients first. We play to win. We do the 
right thing. We are entrepreneurial. Our values determine 
how we work together and the behaviours that are integral to 
our drive for success. Our values guide our decision making, 
define our beliefs and foster a strong AstraZeneca culture.

Designing for 
Communities of Innovation

architecture  |  interior design  |  lab planning + programming    
workplace strategy  |  change management  |  experience design  |  graphics  

engineering  |  master planning  |  land use entitlement  |  facility strategy   
space management  |  sustainability + well consulting

hok.com

HOK designs research environments where smart people come 
together to collaborate, create and innovate
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BRANDYWINE REALTY TRUST
Philadelphia, PA 19104
(610) 832-5656
Jeff.DeVuono@bdnreit.com
brandywinerealty                 
Brandywine Realty Trust (NYSE: BDN) is one of the largest, 
publicly traded, full-service, integrated real estate companies 
in the United States. We own, develop, lease and manage an 
urban, town center and transit-oriented portfolio. Structuring 
each project to achieve financial goals, further institutional 
mission, create vital community connections and unlock 
sustained value for our partners, Brandywine works with 
creativity, discipline and commitment to help Universities 
put land assets to work. Our purpose is to shape, connect 
and inspire the world around us through our expertise, 
the relationships we foster, the communities in which we 
live and work, and the history we build together. Our deep 
commitment to our communities was recognized by NAIOP 
when we were presented with the Developer of the Year 
Award— the highest honor in the commercial real estate 
industry.

CENTENNIAL CAMPUS  
– NORTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY
Raleigh, NC
(919) 515-7036
kjdemps@ncsu.edu
centennial.ncsu.edz
Centennial Campus is NC State University’s award-winning 
research campus, home to more than 70 corporate, 
government and nonprofit partners who work alongside an 
equal number of academic departments and units. Located 
five minutes from downtown Raleigh in North Carolina’s 
Research Triangle region, the 1,200-acre scenic environment 
is home to the university’s College of Engineering, Wilson 
College of Textiles and College of Veterinary Medicine. Key 
amenities include a championship golf course, 75-acre lake, 
miles of walking trails, a hotel and conference center, and 
private and student housing communities. In the heart of 
the campus is the iconic James B. Hunt Jr. Library, which 
has won numerous awards for its architectural design and 
technology features – including a robotic book delivery 
system. In order to lease space on the campus, a prospective 
“partner” must have some programmatic connection to NC 
State, such as collaborative research with a faculty member 
or providing student internships. Situated just south of NC 
State’s main campus, Centennial Campus is adjacent to 
Raleigh’s largest city park and surrounded by open green 
space overlooking the Raleigh skyline. To learn more, visit 
https://centennial.ncsu.edu/.

FRAUNHOFER USA
Plymouth, MI
(734) 354-4335
president@fraunhofer.org
fraunhofer.org         
Fraunhofer USA, Inc. is a 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit organization 
incorporated in Rhode Island that is dedicated to the 
advancement of applied research and technology transfer. 
Fraunhofer USA was founded in 1994 to conduct applied R 
& D for customers from industry and state governments and 
the federal government in the United States.  
Working closely with Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft, Europe’s largest 
application-oriented research and development organization, 
Fraunhofer USA can offer both domestic and international 
resources to enhance its portfolio of R & D services. 
Through a vast global cooperation network, we are well 
positioned to be a vital part in overcoming regional and global 
challenges, to uncover potential research areas and support 
economic development.  
In an international competitive environment, together with 
an extensive network of Fraunhofer institutes in Germany 
and strategic partners, we strive to strengthen transatlantic 
collaboration in education, applied research and innovation.

HOK
Atlanta, GA
(404) 428-4371
Elizabeth.vanderbeck@hok.com
hok.com                             
HOK is a global provider of planning, design and delivery 
solutions for the built environment. Since the firm’s founding 
in 1955, HOK has developed into one of the world’s largest, 
most diverse and respected design practices.
Blending technical thought leadership with design excellence, 
HOK plans and designs adaptable, sustainable environments 
to nurture Innovation – from full campuses to incubator and 
multi-tenant facilities, to renovations and tenant fit-outs.
HOK has designed and built some of the most recent and 
successful innovation communities around the world, 
including the Cortex Innovation Community in St. Louis – with 
multiple ground-up spec lab buildings – as well as the KAUST 
Research Park. Each of our past engagements represent 
complex projects designed to synergize multiple stakeholders, 
organizations and industry partners around science and 
innovation. Each required an in-depth understanding of the 
right amount of investment needed to attract the broadest 
range of potential tenants, flexible lab planning modules for 
future planning and the right mix of amenities to support 
collaboration and build scientific community at all levels.
HOK’s experienced team of master planners, architects and 
laboratory planners understand the multi-layered analysis 
and planning tasks required to create world-class facilities for 
research parks.

SILVER LEVEL SPONSORS



34 AURP Spring Training 2023      @AURP  #AURP2023  #BuildingtheAURPNetwork  

AURP SPONSORS

KING ABDULLAH UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE  
AND TECHNOLOGY
Thuwal, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
+966 (28) 082796
reem.philby@kaust.edu.sa
kaust.edu.sa                            
King Abdullah University of Science and Technology (KAUST) 
is an international, graduate research university dedicated to 
advancing science and technology through interdisciplinary 
research, education, and innovation. Students, faculty, 
scientists, and engineers conduct fundamental and goal-
oriented research to address the world’s pressing scientific 
and technological challenges related to water, food, energy, 
and the environment. Located on the shores of the Red Sea 
near the city of Jeddah, KAUST is the first LEED certified 
project in Saudi Arabia and the largest LEED Platinum project 
in the world. In 2011, KAUST was named Lab of the Year by 
leading science and technology publication, R&D Magazine. 
The following year, the University’s Research Park was 
named the 2012 Emerging Research and Science Park by the 
Association of University Research Parks (AURP).
KAUST Research and Technology Park (KRTP): Saudi Arabia 
has a rapidly growing economy and is becoming one of the 
easiest places to do business in the Middle East. KAUST is 
already leading Saudi Arabia’s deep tech R&D and is positioned 
to become one of the Kingdom’s economic and innovation 
hubs. The KAUST Research & Technology Park (KRTP) 
provides an environment for technology- based businesses to 
access KAUST’s laboratories, faculty and student talent, and 
network of public spaces and facilities designed for creative 
collision and knowledge sharing. KRTP currently covers over 
2.7 million square meters of space near the heart of KAUST’s 
campus. The Park provides ¬flexible R&D and incubation 
space for corporates and startups.

MARYLAND DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Business & Industry Sector Development
Baltimore, MD
(443) 618-8593
sarah.sheppard1@maryland.gov 
commerce.maryland.gov        
Maryland Commerce is the state’s primary economic 
development agency, with a mission to stimulate private 
investment and create jobs by attracting new businesses, 
encouraging the expansion and retention of existing 
companies, and providing workforce training and financial 
assistance to Maryland companies. Ranked the #4 top 
biopharma hub in the country, Maryland has a variety of 
science and technology parks affiliated with some of the 
best research centers and universities in the world, including 
Johns Hopkins University and the University of Maryland. 

MOMENTUM LABS
Gainesville FL 32607
Phone: (352) 440-9822
kfrye@conceptcompanies.net
Website: momentumlabs.us/            

MOMENTUM LABS

Momentum Labs, a division of Concept Companies, develops 
and operates innovative mixed-use biotech lab spaces in 
established and emerging life science ecosystems across 
the nation. Momentum Labs offers end-to-end solutions 
for communities looking to enhance their life sciences 
ecosystem with infrastructure and business support for high-
growth companies. From developing biotech laboratory 
space to tailored business development support, we help life 
science-focused communities expand their resources. Giving 
science entrepreneurs the leverage they need to advance 
their life-changing technologies. Learn more by visiting www.
momentumlabs.us 

NEBRASKA INNOVATION CAMPUS
Lincoln, NE
(402)-472-5535 
kate.engel@unl.edu
innovate.unl.edu                   
Nebraska Innovation Campus (NIC) is connecting the talents 
of experts, companies and the university to create a unique 
culture of innovation. Located in Lincoln, Neb., NIC facilitates 
new and in-depth partnerships between the University of 
Nebraska and private sector businesses. NIC is adjacent to 
the University of Nebraska–Lincoln and strategically provides 
access to research faculty, facilities and students. For more 
information about campus facilities, leasing opportunities, 
events and programs, please visit INNOVATE.UNL.EDU.

THE PARK AT AUBURN — AUBURN RESEARCH & 
TECHNOLOGY FOUNDATION
Auburn, AL
(334) 844-7462
larry.fillmer@auburn.edu
auburnrtf.org/research-park      
The Park at Auburn is a pathway to the tremendous talent 
at Auburn University. Whether it’s collaborators from a world-
class faculty or innovative interns who are the technically 
skilled workforce of tomorrow, The Park can help you find the 
Auburn people you need. We can inject new talent, kick-start 
an emerging project or solidify a concept through research. 
Connect with a member of our team to learn more about 
putting Auburn’s talent to work for you. First class minds. First 
class facilities. thepark.auburn.edu

SILVER LEVEL SPONSORS
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PERKINS & WILL
Austin, TX 
(512) 997-5267 
Stephen.coulston@perkinswill.com
perkinswill.com                            
At Perkins&Will, we’ve created a practice where design, 
technology and research converge to create places that 
improve how we work and learn. With experts in master 
planning innovation communities and research building 
design, we are rethinking traditional research parks and 
their facilities, focusing on establishing vibrant places for 21st 
century research and education. Our projects—new hubs 
of innovation around the world—are attracting knowledge 
workers, students, and startups with lively spaces to live, work, 
play and collaborate.

PORTMAN HOLDINGS
Atlanta, GA
(404) 281-7576
tgarland@portmanholdings.com
portmanholdings.com   
Throughout the past 63 years, Portman Holdings has raised 
and deployed over $12 billion and developed over 72 million 
square feet of premium real estate. John C. Portman, Jr. 
pioneered the concept of architect as developer when he 
began the development of the first wholesale trade mart 
in Atlanta in 1957. Since its opening in 1961, that trade mart 
has grown to over seven million square feet and the firm 
has grown into a fully-integrated development practice that 
has developed hotels, retail space, apartments, and office 
buildings around the world.

THE RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK  
OF NORTH CAROLINA 
Research Triangle Park, NC
(919) 433-1661
levitan@rtp.com
rtp.org                                       
Founded in 1959, RTP is the largest research park in the United 
States and a premier global innovation center. Situated 
centrally among Duke University, North Carolina State 
University and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
RTP contains 7,000 acres, 55,000 employees and over 300 
companies and national labs. The Park is preparing for the 
future of work through impactful infrastructure investments 
in economic development, sustainability, residential, retail, 
life science and startup spaces, including: Hub RTP, the 
Park’s first mixed-use development; Boxyard RTP, the Park’s 
first retail and restaurant space made of upcycled shipping 
containers; and the Frontier RTP innovation campus, which 
houses 100 of the Park’s 300 companies

SAGEGLASS SAINT-GOBAIN
Faribault, MN
(507) 339-0576
peter.worstell@saint-gobain.com
sageglass.com/en                          
SageGlass® is the global leader in smart glass systems with 
more than 1,000 projects in dozens of countries. Smart glass 
tints automatically in response to the sun, delivering comfort, 
well-being and energy savings. As part of Saint-Gobain, 
SageGlass is backed by a global leader in glass and building 
products. For more information, please visit sageglass.com.

TECONOMY PARTNERS, LLC
Columbus, Ohio
(240) 462-5456
helwigR@teconomypartners.com
teconomypartners.com        
TEConomy Partners is a global leader in research, analysis and 
strategy for innovation-driven economic development.
Today, we’re helping nations, states, regions, universities, 
institutions, and industries blueprint their future and translate 
knowledge into prosperity. Our principals have proven, 25-
year track record of successful client engagements. Our 
clients worldwide rely on our seasoned, professional, staff for 
rigorous research, insightful analytics, and highly effective 
strategic roadmaps and action plans.

VENTAS
Chicago, IL 
(312) 660-3822
sseitz@ventasreit.com
ventasreit.com                         
Ventas, Inc., an S&P 500 company, is a leading real estate 
investment trust with a high-performing portfolio of 
approximately 1,300 properties in the United States, Canada 
and the United Kingdom. With deep sector knowledge and 
reliable access to capital, Ventas cultivates strong partnerships 
with the industry’s top care providers, researchers and 
developers and invests with them in long-term growth 
opportunities for senior housing, medical office and 
outpatient buildings, university-based life science, research 
and innovation centers, health systems and post-acute care.

SILVER LEVEL SPONSORS
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CLARK&ENERSEN
Lincoln, NE
(402)477-9291
kate.hier@clarkenersen.com
clarkenersen.com                     
Clark & Enersen is a leading architectural, engineering, and 
landscape architecture firm with a dedicated team of science 
and technology planning and design experts. Our knowledge 
and holistic design approach have resulted in our firm 
completing over $5 billion worth of science, research, and 
technology facilities in the last seven years alone. We have 
planned and designed research parks and innovations districts 
across the country, which has given our team valuable insight 
into how to create laboratories, offices, and effective live-work 
environments that help make these campuses unique and 
successful while supporting the park or district’s mission.

SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY
San Diego, CA 
(619) 594-2978
hmadanat@sdsu.edu
www.sdsu.edu                
A place where ideas and partnerships come to life in a cutting-
edge environment, the SDSU Mission Valley Innovation 
District brings together entrepreneurship and enterprise 
to advance ideas into action and foster vibrant futures for 
communities around the globe. The SDSU Innovation District 
will include 1.6 million square feet of office, technology, 
laboratory and research space; public-private partnerships 
and transdisciplinary collaborations that advance innovation; 
Techstars San Diego Powered by SDSU, a competitive 
worldwide startup accelerator; and membership in the 
vibrant, mixed use community of SDSU Mission Valley.

STILETTO: MAKE A POINT
Fredericton, Canada
(506) 206-2149
laura@thinkstiletto.com
thinkstiletto.com                
Stiletto is a market research and strategic planning firm. 
We specialize in establishing, expanding, and revitalizing 
communities of innovation and discovery. Our team of 
advisors, strategists, and researchers bring extensive and 
diverse experience in innovation ecosystems, economic 
development, and strategic planning.

AURP SPONSORS

Centennial
Campus

“NC State worked with us to 
develop the underpinning of 
our technology. Centennial 
Campus allowed us to scale 
to where we are today.”

                      – Tony Atti, CEO, Phononic Inc.    

centennial.ncsu.edu

Your Opinion Matters — EVALUATIONS
Thank you for attending AURP Spring 
Training 2023.  We trust you are eager to return 
to our Park or office to initiate the many strategies 
shared during the week. Before you do, we welcome 
your comments to help shape and guide further AURP 
programs. Please take a few moments to complete 

the online evaluation form to provide 
your comments on your experience 

at AURP Spring Training 2023. 
Once you submit your completed 
evaluation and remarks, you will 
receive a link to the approved 
Spring Training session 
proceedings.

Your feedback helps AURP tailor 
events to your needs for education, 

networking and enjoyment!

We look forward to seeing you at all 
of AURP’s 2023 events!
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AGGIE SQUARE − UNIVERSITY  
OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS
Sacramento, CA
(916) 734-7146
msromney@ucdavis.edu
www.ucdavis.edu

ANCORA PARTNERS LLC
(443) 250-0323
upowidzki@ancora.re
www.ancora.re

ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY  
RESEARCH PARK
Tempe, AZ
(480) 884-1617
Kelly.sandin@asu.edu
www.asuresearchpark.com

ARROWHEAD CENTER  
NEW MEXICO STATE UNIVERSITY
Las Cruces, NM
(575) 646-2596
waynes@ad.nmsu.edu 
www.arrowheadcenter.nmsu.edu/ 
arrowhead-park/

ASTRAZENECA
Rockville, MD
(703) 951-3343
mike.hayes@astrazeneca.com
www.astrazeneca.com

AYERS SAINT GROSS
Baltimore, MD
(410) 347-8500
agross@ayerssaintgross.com
www.ayerssaintgross.com

BALLARD SPAHR LLP
Washington, DC
(202) 661-7660
winstonr@ballardspahr.com
www.ballardspahr.com

BALLINGER
Philadelphia, PA
(215) 446-0900
jstruthers@ballinger.com
www.ballinger.com

BRANDYWINE REALTY TRUST
Philadelphia, PA
(610) 832-5656  
Jeff.DeVuono@bdnreit.com
www.brandywinerealty.com

BWTECH@UMBC RESEARCH  
& TECHNOLOGY PARK
Baltimore, MD
(443) 286-6942
aaronm@umbc.com
www.bwtechumbc.com

CENTENNIAL CAMPUS
Raleigh, NC 
(919) 513-4143
kjdemps@ncsu.edu
www.centennial.ncsu.edu/

CENTRAL FLORIDA RESEARCH PARK
Orlando, FL
(407) 282-3944
joe@cfrp.com
www.cfrp.org

CHERNOFF THOMPSON ARCHITECTS
Vancouver, BC, Canada
(604) 669-9460
russ.c@cta.bc.ca
www.cta.bc.ca

CHILDREN’S NATIONAL  
HEALTH SYSTEM
Washington, DC
202-476-6854
keskanda@childrensnational.org
www.childrensnational.org

THE CLARK ENERSEN PARTNERS
Kansas City, MO
(816) 474-8237
tom.mcvey@clarkenersen.com
www.science.clarkenersen.com

CINCINNATI INNOVATION DISTRICT 
Cincinnati, OH
513-556-2201 
ryan.hays@uc.edu
www.cincyid.com

COLDSTREAM RESEARCH CAMPUS
Lexington, KY 
(859) 231-8324
george.ward@uky.edu
www.UKColdstream.com

COLLABORATIVE REAL ESTATE
Atlanta, GA
(678) 428-0825
david@collabre.co
www.collabre.co

AURP THANKS ITS SUSTAINING MEMBERS FOR THEIR CONTINUED SUPPORT!

AURP SUSTAINING MEMBERS

What
science 
can do

At AstraZeneca, we believe in the power of 
what science can do to transform serious 
diseases like cancer, heart disease, diabetes, 
COPD and asthma. We also know that 
breakthrough science doesn’t happen in 
isolation. It happens through partnership.

We created the Open Innovation Platform  
to help us establish partnerships that will 
lead to the discovery and development of  
new medicines. These programmes are
encouraging like-minded scientists from 
industry and academia to share their ideas  
and know-how to bring life-changing  
medicines to patients – together.

These collaborations could be at any stage  
of drug discovery – from the early idea through  
to early clinical development. 
 
To find out how to submit a proposal on your 
idea, visit openinnovation.astrazeneca.com

Biologics in respiratory disease 
Eosinophils are white blood cells that 
can worsen inflammation in the lungs 
for people with asthma, contributing to 
poor asthma control and more asthma 
attacks. In recent years, major advances 
in the understanding of respiratory 
disease pathways have propelled us 
into a new era of developing medicines 
that deliver scientific breakthroughs to 
address unmet patient needs in asthma 
and COPD.

VEEVA ID: Z4-21689 Date of preparation: December 2019  Date of expiry: December 2021

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Spring Training Ad Final.pdf   1   1/28/2020   5:18:47 PM



38 AURP Spring Training 2023      @AURP  #AURP2023  #BuildingtheAURPNetwork  

CORPORATE OFFICE  
PROPERTIES TRUST (COPT)
Columbia, MD
443.285.5400
Greg.prossner@copt.com
www.copt.com

CUMMINGS RESEARCH PARK
Huntsville, AL 
(256) 535-2086
ekoshut@hsvchamber.org
www.cummingsresearchpark.org

DELAWARE SMALL BUSINESS  
& TECHNOLOGY CENTER
Newark, DE 
(302) 831-4283
jmbowman@udel.edu
www.deltechpark.org

DHAHRAN TECHNO VALLEY COM-
PANY
Saudi Arabia
(00) 966-138607200
hhamid@kfupm.edu.sa
www.dtvc.com.sa

DILKSCONSULTING INC.
Philadelphia, PA 
(215) 590-5032
charles@dilksconsulting.com
www.sciencecenter.org

DLR GROUP
Overland Park, KS
(913) 897-7811
certl@dlrgroup.com
www.dlrgroup.com

EMBRY-RIDDLE AERONAUTICAL  
UNIVERSITY
Daytona Beach, FL 
(386) 226-6388
milles50@erau.edu
www.erau.edu

FITZSIMONS INNOVATION  
COMMUNITY
Aurora, CO 
agiles@fitzsimonsinnovation.com
www.fitzsimonsinnovation.com

AURP SUSTAINING MEMBERS

Architecture \ Engineering \ Laboratory Planning \ 
Interior Design \ Landscape Architecture

Cultivating Discovery,   
Innovation, and Community  
through Design Excellence

science.clarkenersen.com
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FRAUNHOFER USA, INC.
Plymouth, MI 
(734) 354-4335
rzarras@fraunhofer.org
www.fraunhofer.org/

FULTON BANK
Timonium, MD
(443) 825-5700
bschreiber@fultonbank.com
www.fultonbank.com

GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY
Manassas, VA
703-993-2672
avanmete@gmu.edu
www.gmu.edu

HANBURY
Norfolk, VA
(757) 321-9600
lauren.townsend@hewv.com
www.hewv.com

HOK
Atlanta, GA
(404) 428-4371
elizabeth.vanderbeck@hok.com
www.hok.com

HR&A ADVISORS
Raleigh, NC
(404) 821-0638
mason@hraadvisors.com
www.hraadvisors.com

HUDSONALPHA INSTITUTE  
FOR BIOTECHNOLOGY
Huntsville, AL
(256) 327-9591
cwells@hudsonalpha.org
www.hudsonalpha.org

INDIANA ECONOMIC  
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Indianapolis, IN
(317) 586-1312
leaplebanon@iedc.in.gov
www.iedc.in.gov/leap-lebanon

JOBSOHIO
Columbus, OH
(937) 671-2434
chambers@jobsohio.com
www.jobsohio.com

JLL
Parsippany, NJ
(973) 829-4677
johnk.cunningham@am.jll.com
www.us.jll.com/united-states/en-us

KAUST RESEARCH  
& TECHNOLOGY PARK
Thuwal, Saudi Arabia
+966 (12) 808-3207
reem.philby@kaust.edu.sa
www.kaust.edu.sa

KNOWLEDGE PARK  
@ PENN STATE ERIE
Erie, PA 
(814) 898-6756
AEB20@PSU.EDU
www.Knowledgepark.psu.edu

KNOWLEDGE PARK, INC.  
& IGNITE FREDERICTON
Fredericton, NB Canada
(484) 695-7211
info@ingnitefredericton.com
www.knowledgepark.ca

KU INNOVATION PARK
Lawrence, KS 
(785) 932-2110
acourtney@kuinnovationpark.com
www.kuinnovationpark.com

LEHIGH UNIVERSITY
Bethlehem, PA 
(610) 758-3892
mri205@lehigh.edu
www1.lehigh.edu/

LSU INNOVATION PARK
Baton Rouge, LA 
(225) 578-7555
andrewm@lsu.edu
www.lbtc.lsu.edu

MARYLAND DEPARTMENT  
OF COMMERCE
Baltimore, MD
(443) 618-8593
sarah.sheppard1@maryland.gov 
www.maryland.govv 

MCB SCIENCE + HEALTH
Chicago, IL
 (845) 893-8825
 wgermain@mcbrealestate.com
www.mcbrealestate.com

MCCOWNGORDON  
CONSTRUCTION
Kansas City, MO
(816) 960-1111
kkennedy@mccowngordon.com
www.mccowngordon.com

AURP SUSTAINING MEMBERS
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MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY  
– THAD COCHRAN RESEARCH,  
TECHNOLOGY AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT PARK
Starkville, MS
(662) 325-9575
mmcgee@research.msstate.edu
www.cochranresearchpark.com

MOMENTUM LABS
Gainesville, FL
(352) 440-9822
kfrye@conceptcompanies.net
www.momentumlabs.us

NATIONAL HEALTHCARE  
REALTY & DEVELOPMENT
Fort Myers, FL
(239) 687-3505
jecoah.byrnes@nhrd.com
www.nhrd.com

NEBRASKA INNOVATION  
CAMPUS− UNIVERSITY OF  
NEBRASKA, LINCOLN
Lincoln, NE
(402) 472-5535
kate.engel@unl.edu
www.innovate.unl.edu

NEOM INC.
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
+966 50 820 6831
iurii.nazarkin@neom.com
www.neom.com/en-us

OKLAHOMA CITY INNOVATION 
DISTRICT
Oklahoma City, OK
(405) 816-5114
Katy.boren@okcinnovation.com
www.okcinnovation.com

THE PARK AT AUBURN
Auburn, AL
(334) 844-7462
billdean@auburn.edu
www.auburn.edu

PERKINS & WILL
Austin, TX 78705
(512) 997-5267
stephen.coulston@perkinswill.com
www.perkinswill.com

PIIT / INSTITUTO DE INNOVACIÓN  
Y TRANSFERENCIA DE 
TECNOLOGÍA DE N.L.
Monterrey Nuevo Leon, NL Mexico
+52 (81) 20331102
jaime.parada@mtycic.org
www.mtycic.org

PINKNEY INNOVATION COMPLEX  
FOR SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY AT  
MONTGOMERY COLLEGE
Germantown, MD
(240) 567-2007
Melanie.kandel@montgomerycollege.edu
www.montgomerycollege.edu

PORT SAN ANTONIO
San Antonio, TX
(210) 362-7800
paco.felici@portsanantonio.us
www.portsanantonio.us

PORTMAN HOLDINGS
Atlanta, GA
(404)281-7576
tgarland@portmanholdings.com
www.PortmanHoldings.com

POLYTECHNIQUE MONTREAL
Montreal, Quebec Canada
(514) 340-4711
Denis.gauvreau@polymtl.ca
www.polymtl.ca

PRINCETON FORRESTAL CENTER
Princeton, NJ
609-452-7720
cemmich@picusassociates.com
www.princetonforrestalcenter.com

PURDUE RESEARCH PARK
West Lafayette, IN 
(765) 588-3462
gwdeason@prf.org
www.prf.org/research park

RESEARCH FACILITIES DESIGN
Raleigh, NC
(919) 213-7007
lf@rfd.com
www.rfd.com

RESEARCH PARK AT SOUTH  
DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY
Brookings, SD
(605) 696-5600
dwaine@researchparkatsdstate.com
www.researchparkatsdstate.com

THE RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK
Research Triangle Park, NC 
(919) 443-1661
levitan@rtp.org
www.rtp.org

RICE MANAGEMENT COMPANY
Houston, TX
(610) 453-7926
ryan.levasseur@rice.edu
www.rice.edu

AURP SUSTAINING MEMBERS

MOMENTUM LABS
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ROSALIND FRANKLIN INNOVATION 
AND RESEARCH PARK
North Chicago, IL
 847-578-8538
ronald.kaplan@rosalindfranklin.edu
www.rosalindfranklin.edu

SAGEGLASS SAINT-GOBAIN
Fairbault, MN
(507) 339-0576
Peter.worstell@saint-gobain.com
www.sageglass.com

SANDIA SCIENCE AND  
TECHNOLOGY PARK
Albuquerque, NM 
dkistin@sandia.gov   
(505) 845-9723
www.sstp.org

SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY
San Diego, CA
(619) 594-2978
hmadanat@sdsu.edu
www.grad.sdsu.edu

SAS INSTITUTE
Cary, NC
(919) 271-8691
leah.burton@sas.com
www.sas.com

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY  
CAMPUS CORPORATION (SCITECH)
Columbus, OH
(614) 675-4103
msuhovecky@stcc.org
www.stcc.org

STAR PARK, TEXAS STATE  
UNIVERSITY
San Marcos, TX 
(512) 245-6434
teresa@txstate.edu
www.txstate.edu/starpark

STERLING BAY
Chicago, IL
(312) 567-3900
smckinney@sterlingbay.com
www.sterlingbay.com

STILETTO
Fredericton, NB Canada
(506) 206-2149
laura@thinkstiletto.com
www.thinkstiletto.com

TECH PARKS ARIZONA
Tucson, AZ 
(520) 419-1557
stewartc@uatechpark.org
www.uatechpark.org

TEDCO (MARYLAND TECHNOLOGY 
DEVELOPMENT CORP.)
Columbia, MD
(410) 715-4162
tthomas@tedco.md
www.tedcomd.com

TEXAS TECH UNIVERSITY INNOVATION 
HUB AT RESEARCH PARK
Lubbock, TX
806-834-7283
David.dorsett@ttu.edu
www.innovationhub.ttu.edu

TULANE UNIVERSITY
New Orleans, LA
(561) 289-0697
kgramm@tulane.edu
www.tulane.edu

U3 ADVISORS
Philadelphia, PA
(617) 429-2049
eanderson@u3advisors.com
www.u3advisors.com

UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS
Bentonville, AR
(479) 575-7900
tobyt@uark.edu
www.collab.uark.edu

THE UNIVERSITY CITY  
SCIENCE CENTER
Philadelphia, PA 
(610) 574-0946
twilson@sciencecenter.org
www.sciencecenter.org

THE UNIVERSITY FINANCING  
FOUNDATION, INC.
Atlanta, GA 
(404) 214.9210
kevin.byrne@tuff.org
www.tuff.org

UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON  
TECHNOLOGY BRIDGE
Houston, TX
(713) 743-0553
Cstaylo5@central.uh.edu
www.central.uh.edu

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS RESEARCH 
PARK & INCUBATOR SERVICES
Champaign, IL 
(217) 333-8323
lfrerich@illinois.edu
www.researchpark.illinois.edu
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UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND 
BIOPARK
Baltimore, MD 
(410) 706-8282
jshaab@umaryland.edu
www.umbiopark.com

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND  
DISCOVERY DISTRICT
College Park, MD 
(301) 405-2960
spopat@umd.edu 
www.discoverydistrict.umd.edu

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA
Minneapolis, MN
(612) 803-9882
rhuebsch@umn.edu
www.umn.edu

UNIVERSIDAD NACIONAL INTER-
CULTURAL DE LA SELVA CENTRAL 
JUAN SANTOS ATAHUALPA
Chanchamayo, Peru
+51 970 093 686
innovacion@uniscjsa.edu.pe
www.uniscjsa.edu.pe

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH  
CAROLINA AT CHAPEL HILL
Chapel Hill, NC
(610) 573-3211
sheryl@unc.edu
www.unc.edu

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH ALABAMA
Mobile, AL
(251) 460-6384
hbrislin@southalabama.edu
www.southalabama.edu/ 
departments/research/tech-park/

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA  
RESEARCH PARK
Tampa, FL 
(813) 974-5095
amadden@usf.edu
www.research.usf.edu/rf/

UNIVERSITY OF UTAH RESEARCH 
PARK
Salt Lake City, UT
(801) 587-8730
rebecca.paulson@utah.edu
www.realestate.utah.edu/research-park

UNIVERSITY RESEARCH PARK,  
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN  
— MADISON
Madison, WI 
(608) 441-8000
aolver@wisc.edu
www.universityresearchpark.org

UNIVERSITY TECHNOLOGY  
PARK AT IIT
Chicago, IL 
(312) 567-3900
jsiegel2@iit.edu
www.universitytechnologypark.com

UTSA TRI-CENTENNIAL  
INNOVATION PARK
San Antonio, TX
(210) 458-2450
albert.salgado@utsa.edu
www.iedtexas.org

VENTAS
Chicago, IL
(312) 846-4438
sarah.whitford@ventasreit.com 
www.ventasreit.com

VIRGINIA TECH CORPORATE  
RESEARCH CENTER
Blacksburg, VA 
bret.malone@vtcrc.com
540-961-3600 x2140
www.vtcrc.com

WAYMAKER GROUP
Dallas, TX
(512) 217-2172
jhuls@waymaker-group.com
www.waymaker-group.com

WEST VIRGINIA REGIONAL  
TECHNOLOGY PARK
South Charleston, WR
(304) 881-0436
Matt.ballard@wvrtp.com
www.wvtechpark.com

WEXFORD SCIENCE  
& TECHNOLOGY, LLC
Baltimore, MD 
(410) 649-5720
thomas.osha@wexfordscitech.com
www.wexfordscitech.com

THE WHITING-TURNER  
CONTRACTING COMPANY
Baltimore, MD 
(919) 256-6460
chris.carlson@whiting-turner.com
www.whiting-turner.com

WOODBURY CORPORATION
Omaha, NE
(402) 405-1823
joshb@woodburycorp.com
www.woodburycorp.com

AURP SUSTAINING MEMBERS



43www.aurp.net  |  Follow AURP AURP Spring Training 2023      @AURP  #AURP2023  #BuildingtheAURPNetwork  

NOTES



MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2023

9:00 am – 12:00 pm
AURP Board of Directors Meeting
San Pedro

1:00 pm – 3:30 pm
Registration Desk Open
Courtyard West

3:30 pm – 4:30 pm
WELCOMING REMARKS
CREATING COMMUNITIES OF 
INNOVATION WITH NSF AND THE 
CHIPS + SCIENCE ACT
Abbey Room

6:00 pm
AURP Board of Directors’  
Sponsor Appreciation Dinner
Arizona Science Center – Downtown 
Phoenix. Group to depart Hotel Lobby 
at 5:30 pm

Sponsored in part by 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2023

7:00 am – 9:00 am
Continental Breakfast
Snack Shack West

7:00 am – 8:00 am
Journey Up A Mountain
(Sunrise 6:57 am)

7:30 am
Registration Desk Open
Abbey Room

9:00 am – 10:45 am
INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS
MODULE 1: Part 1
ASSESSING INNOVATION ECOSYSEMS
ENERGIZING PLACES TO ACTIVATE 
PEOPLE
Abbey Room

10:45 am – 11:15 am
Networking Break
Snack Shack West

11:15 am – 12:30 pm
MODULE 1: Part 2
ASSESSING INNOVATION ECOSYSEMS
ENERGIZING PLACES TO ACTIVATE 
PEOPLE
Abbey Room

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm
Group Luncheon
Cloister Restaurant and Patio

Sponsored by

1:30 pm – 3:00 pm
INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS
MODULE 2: Part 1
INNOVATION IN REAL PLACES
Abbey Room

3:00 pm – 3:30 pm
Networking Break
Snack Shack West

3:30 pm – 5:30 pm
MODULE 2
TALENT, INNOVATION, PLACE: BUSH 
INSTITUTE PERSPECTIVES
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS: IN OUR 
WORLD AND IN THEIRS
Abbey Room

6:30 pm
Informal Group Dinners
Groups will depart the reception for  
6:15 pm reservations. All fees and 
expenses are at individual expense.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1, 2023

6:30 am – 7:30 am
Hike Up A Mountain
Sunrise 6:56 am

7:00 am – 8:00 am
Continental Breakfast
Snack Shack West

8:00 am – 11:15 am
TOUR
PHOENIX BIOSCIENCE CORE
Group to depart Hotel Lobby at 8:30 am

11:15 am – 11:45 am
INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS
Abbey Room

11:45 am – 1:00 pm
GROUP LUNCHEON
Cloister Restaurant and Patio

1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS
MODULE 3
COMMUNITY-DRIVEN PARTNERSHIPS
Abbey Room

2:15 pm – 2:45 pm
Coffee Break
Snack Shack West

5:00pm
NETWORKING HAPPY HOUR
Abbey Room
Sponsored by

6:00 pm                                                
Informal Group Dinners
Group to meet in hotel front lobby  
at 5:45 pm. All fees and expenses  
are at individual expense.

THURSDAY, MARCH 2, 2023

6:30 am – 7:20 am
Journey Up A Mountain
(Sunrise 6:55 am)

7:00 am – 8:00 am
Continental Breakfast
Snack Shack West

8:00 am – 10:00 am
MODULE 4
ENTREPRENEUR DRIVEN ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT
Abbey Room

9:30 am – 10:00 am
Networking Break
Snack Shack West

10:00 am – 11:30 am
MODULE 5
CUSTOM COMMUNITY FOCUSED 
CAPITAL MARKETPLACES
ANGELS IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
Abbey Room

11:30 am – 1:00 pm
Group Luncheon
Cloister Restaurant and Patio

12:15 pm – 5:00 pm
OPTIONAL EVENT: Cactus League 
Spring Training Baseball Game
Chicago Cubs vs. Oakland A’s at Sloan 
Park. Group to depart hotel lobby at 
12:15 PM. Game time: 1:05 pm MST
Includes: Ticket to game
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